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D. PROJECTS RECIEVED / APPLIED

E. BAKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE

EU PROGRAMME

Please br�efly present the partner organ�sat�on.

YEAR
PROJECT ID /

CONTACT NUMBER
APPLICANT /

BENEFICIARY NAME

We are a commun�ty-or�ented d�g�tal des�gn ecosystem that fosters creat�ves to take
act�on together w�th a core team of 11 des�gners.
W�th our Creat�ve, Un�versal and Commun�ty platforms, we prov�de creat�ves strong
�deas to bu�ld susta�nable collaborat�on opportun�t�es through �mpact-or�ented
projects.
Our dynam�cs are structured around three p�llars: Soc�al Impact, Co-des�gn and
Hands-on exper�ence.
•   Soc�al Impact: We care about us�ng our talent as a force for good to make th�s
world a better place for all of us.
•   Co-des�gn: We �mmerse ourselves �n fert�le �nteract�ons w�th stakeholders by
�nvolv�ng them �n our des�gn process.
•   Hands-on Exper�ence: We bu�ld a d�verse commun�ty of creat�ves to work, play and
learn together - mak�ng sure of hav�ng them a p�oneer role of thr�v�ng.
The three ma�n platforms �n our bus�ness model work together �n a mutual manner.
Wh�le Un�versal Platform creates global connect�ons and works w�th organ�sat�ons to
des�gn and �mplement strateg�c solut�ons to global challenges, Creat�ve Platform
generates mutual des�gn approaches and appl�es them �nto outcomes to create a
company brand strategy as a des�gn ecosystem. Lastly, Commun�ty Platform
cult�vates a fac�l�tated space for creat�ves to generate mean�ngful �nteract�ons and
prov�des organ�sat�ons strateg�es around bu�ld�ng & grow�ng fert�le commun�t�es.

Un�vers�dade de L�sboa

Act�ve Space: Ch�ldren’s
Access�b�l�ty �n Publ�c
Spaces �n
Med�terranean Reg�on
(Act�veSpace)

D�g�tal Art and NFT
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Development Inst�tute
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E. BAKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE
What are the act�v�t�es and exper�ence of the organ�sat�on �n the areas
relevant for th�s appl�cat�on?

What are the sk�lls and expert�se of key staff/persons �nvolved �n the
appl�cat�ons?

EKA Creat�ve Stud�o has des�gned and fac�l�tated var�ous workshops wh�ch reached
out to more than 2000 people. The workshops have prov�ded a space for d�verse
stakeholders to bu�ld creat�ve and fert�le �deas for the b�ggest challenges that our
c�t�es face today such as access�b�l�ty, transportat�on and act�ve mob�l�ty. The
del�verables have been publ�shed through d�fferent med�ums as gu�del�nes and
playbooks to reach as w�de an aud�ence as poss�ble. In terms of aff�l�at�on, EKA has
created strong bonds w�th many stakeholders from d�fferent sectors and has
prov�ded serv�ces for them �n order to encourage connect�on and collaborat�ons. EKA
has �nteracted w�th many NGOs, Publ�c and Academ�c Inst�tut�ons on both local and
global scales wh�ch �nclude metropol�tan mun�c�pal�t�es, un�vers�t�es and �ncubat�on
centres.

Legal Representat�ve – Tah�rcan Yarımoğlu
He has been carry�ng out soc�al �mpact-or�ented des�gn projects s�nce 2019, together
w�th the EKA Creat�ve team, of wh�ch he �s one of the founders. In the team that he �s
the general coord�nator of, they br�ng together young �nd�v�duals and commun�t�es
w�th a new generat�on of collect�ve work culture, make or�g�nal �deas v�s�ble and work
dec�s�vely to make des�gn for everyone At the same t�me, he cont�nues to work as an
entrepreneur at ITU Seed w�th the Po�nt appl�cat�on, wh�ch �s an EKA project. Po�nt �s
a smart c�ty appl�cat�on that a�ms to �ncrease the sens�t�v�ty of the person towards the
env�ronment and creates an �nformat�on network about the c�ty, wh�ch prov�des
mot�vat�on to the user w�th the method of gam�f�cat�on. H�s undergraduate
educat�on at ITU Arch�tecture Department. In add�t�on to h�s soc�al �mpact career, He
also part�c�pated �n SteelPro and S.O.S Istanbul project compet�t�ons have f�rst place
and jury spec�al award. He conducts h�s work on �nterd�sc�pl�nary des�gn �nnovat�on,
un�versal des�gn and creat�ve des�gn.
Project Representat�ve – Ebru Hanna Balık
Urban Planner. Hanna �s currently work�ng as the Un�versal Curator of EKA Creat�ve
Stud�o. She contr�buted to the Bu�ldupon2 project funded by the European Un�on.
She plays an act�ve role �n the NGOs for Susta�nable Development project managed
by the CFCU �n Turkey. As a graduate of c�ty plann�ng, Hanna cont�nues to spec�al�ze
�n susta�nable development, part�c�patory plann�ng and �nclus�ve commun�t�es.
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Project Coord�nator - Atalay Akpınar
Urban Planner. He holds h�s bachelor’s degree �n Urban and Reg�onal Plann�ng from
M�mar S�nan Un�vers�ty of F�ne Arts, �nclud�ng two exchange semesters at Ecole
Nat�onale Super�eure d’Arch�tecture de Grenoble �n France. H�s focus areas dur�ng
un�vers�ty have been Commun�ty Des�gn, Strateg�c Des�gn and Des�gn Research. He
jo�ned EKA Creat�ve Stud�o �n 2019 as a des�gner, and later became the Commun�ty
Curator of EKA. H�s work focuses on d�fferent stages of commun�ty plann�ng,
management, and fac�l�tat�on. Th�s �ncludes roles vary�ng from des�gn�ng creat�ve
commun�t�es to conduct�ng operat�ons.
Project Coord�nator - Ece Karaserçe
Arch�tecture Student. She �s study�ng Arch�tecture at Bahçeşeh�r Un�vers�ty and at
the same t�me she �s do�ng a m�nor �n �nter�or arch�tecture and furn�ture des�gn.
Dur�ng her arch�tecture educat�on, she took summer school educat�on �n Japan -
Mukogawa Women's Un�vers�ty w�th�n the scope of BAU ICSA (Inter-Cultural Study of
Arch�tecture) program, and w�nter school educat�on �n FH Salzburg. She jo�ned EKA
Collect �n 2021 as a project developer, and later became the Commun�cat�on Curator
of EKA. Ece �s �nterested �n urban susta�nable des�gn, creat�ve & commun�cat�on
des�gn and d�g�tal�zat�on.
Project Coord�nator - Ceren Tüfek
She stud�ed arch�tecture at Istanbul Techn�cal Un�vers�ty �n Istanbul. Dur�ng her
undergraduate stud�es, she has been an act�ve student who took �nterest �n many
branches of des�gn and graduated as a h�gh honor student �n 2021. She jo�ned EKA �n
2020 and has fulf�lled her duty as a Creat�ve Curator �n the Creat�ve team wh�le
cont�nu�ng her educat�on. Recently, she �s work�ng on an exper�mental project on
d�srupt�ng the ex�st�ng w�th the Creat�ve team. Ceren �s �nterested �n �nteract�ve
narrat�ves, creat�ve comput�ng and d�g�tal fabr�cat�on methods.
Project Coord�nator - Umut Müezz�noğlu
Umut Müezz�noğlu graduated from ITU Arch�tecture Department �n 2021 under the
t�tle of "Susta�nable Systems". He cont�nues h�s educat�on l�fe �n Belg�um at KU
Leuven �n the Master's Program �n Susta�nable Arch�tecture & Urban�sm. In th�s
process, he part�c�pated �n many arch�tectural compet�t�ons and won awards from
publ�c and pr�vate �nst�tut�ons. He ga�ned h�s f�rst work exper�ence as an arch�tect by
des�gn�ng spaces w�th var�ous funct�ons w�th the p�cn�c.works team. Play�ng an act�ve
role �n d�fferent areas of des�gn, Umut has been the Graph�c Des�gner at the text�le
company Happen�ng Sport between 2019 - 2021 and the des�gn coord�nator of the
EKA team s�nce 2020.
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Project Coord�nator - M�ne Koca
Urban Planner & Industr�al Des�gner. M�ne graduated from Istanbul Techn�cal
Un�vers�ty, Department of Urban and Reg�onal Plann�ng �n 2022. Dur�ng her urban
plann�ng educat�on, she d�d erasmus+ at Bauhaus Un�vers�ty �n Germany. She
cont�nues her educat�on �n the �ndustr�al des�gn w�th a double major at ITU. She �s
currently work�ng as EU Project coord�nator and project manager at EKA-Creat�ve
Stud�o. She conducted research on ch�ld-fr�endly c�t�es at EKA. "Due to the fact that
ch�ldren do not have enough freedom of movement �n the c�ty, she worked on a
project called "Route Explorer-Rota Kaş�f�" and cont�nues to work.
Commun�ty Exper�ence Coord�nator - Betül Özlem Yılmaz
Betül Özlem rece�ved her undergraduate degree from B�lkent Un�vers�ty,
Department of Inter�or Arch�tecture and Env�ronmental Des�gn. Due to her �nterest �n
�llustrat�ons, she made a m�nor �n Graph�c Des�gn. She cont�nues her educat�on l�fe
w�th a master's degree �n Inter�or Des�gn at Istanbul Techn�cal Un�vers�ty and �s
currently �n the exchange per�od �n Sw�tzerland.
Brand Coord�nator - El�f Coşkun
El�f Coşkun graduated from the Bas�c Sc�ences H�gh School and started her
undergraduate educat�on at Akden�z Un�vers�ty, Department of Landscape
Arch�tecture �n 2017. In add�t�on to her undergraduate educat�on, she was accepted
to the M�nor Program �n 2018 and cont�nued to study at Akden�z Un�vers�ty,
Department of Arch�tecture. He started to make projects from the eyes of ch�ldren by
work�ng �n projects related to ch�ldren w�th "Access�ble Ch�ldren's Playgrounds",
wh�ch he worked as h�s graduat�on thes�s. El�f Coşkun, who completed the Landscape
Arch�tecture Department as the f�rst �n the department �n 2021, cont�nues her
arch�tectural educat�on apart from her profess�onal landscape arch�tecture.
Un�versal Project Development Coord�nator - Naz Cafcav
Work�ng as Project Development Coord�nator at EKA, Naz �s also a student at
Çanakkale Onsek�z Mart Un�vers�ty, Department of Engl�sh Language and L�terature.
She has long volunteered �n fac�l�tator/tra�ner roles for NGOs such as UNICEF and
TOG, and worked for a year �n an �nternat�onal assoc�at�on called CCIF, work�ng on
m�grants and human traff�ck�ng �n Malta. Hav�ng the opportun�ty to meet and work
one-on-one w�th many Afr�can �mm�grants dur�ng th�s one-year exper�ence, Naz a�ms
to �mprove the�r l�ves; He wrote a KA2 project called Bu�ld�ng M�grants' Belong�ng �n
2021 to help them establ�sh a mutual bond w�th the soc�ety they l�ve �n. Afterwards,
the Malta Nat�onal Agency prov�ded a grant, enabl�ng th�s project to take effect. Naz
also plays a role �n the partnersh�p department of P� Youth Assoc�at�on.
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Commun�ty Exper�ence Coord�nator - Serra Utkum İk�z
Serra completed her undergraduate educat�on �n C�ty-Reg�onal Plann�ng at M�mar
S�nan F�ne Arts Un�vers�ty and cont�nues her undergraduate educat�on as a double
major student �n Soc�ology departments. He stud�ed at Amsterdam Un�vers�ty of
Appl�ed Sc�ence as an Erasmus exchange student �n the 2020 Spr�ng semester.
Recently, h�s research has been shaped ma�nly around the publ�c sphere, exper�ence,
alternat�ve research and des�gn methods. She part�c�pated �n many nat�onal and
�nternat�onal projects dur�ng her undergraduate educat�on. She took part �n works
that focused on d�fferent top�cs such as m�grat�on, human r�ghts, soc�al change and
art, and she cont�nues to do so.
Med�a Coord�nator - Tuğba Sert
Tuğba, who �s study�ng C�ty and Reg�onal Plann�ng at Istanbul Techn�cal Un�vers�ty, �s
do�ng a double major �n Geomat�cs Eng�neer�ng to ga�n eng�neer�ng and techn�cal
perspect�ve. Tuğba, who has urban and des�gn concerns such as Istanbul's Plan B
and Solar Decathlon, also develops her soc�al respons�b�l�ty s�de by tak�ng part �n
many volunteer�ng projects. She also develops herself as a Fellow of the Turk�sh
Entrepreneursh�p Foundat�on �n the entrepreneursh�p ecosystem �n wh�ch she �s
�nvolved by tak�ng many leadersh�p and entrepreneursh�p tra�n�ngs and ga�n�ng
start-up exper�ences. She has also rece�ved degrees from compet�t�ons to produce
�deas on susta�nable energy, ecolog�cal c�t�es, the cl�mate cr�s�s and �ts �mpact on
c�t�es, susta�nable product�on and agr�culture, and �nequal�t�es of opportun�ty.
Un�versal Partnersh�p Coord�nator - Alper Can Aydın
Alper Can rece�ved h�s bachelor's degree from Istanbul Techn�cal Un�vers�ty,
Department of Arch�tecture. Influenced by a European Un�on project he part�c�pated
�n for the f�rst t�me �n 2017, he started to follow projects that could generate global
benef�ts when he returned to h�s country. In the projects he has part�c�pated �n so far,
he has worked on �ssues such as m�grat�on, �mm�grat�on, d�scr�m�nat�on,
unemployment, global warm�ng and susta�nab�l�ty. He supported var�ous teams �n
the�r project wr�t�ng and partnersh�p bu�ld�ng processes. He jo�ned EKA �n June 2022
as the Internat�onal Relat�ons Coord�nator. Dur�ng th�s duty, he a�ms to support the
�mplementat�on of �mpact-or�ented projects by tak�ng part �n processes such as the
management of EKA's �nternat�onal prof�le, ensur�ng susta�nable partnersh�p
relat�ons and project wr�t�ng.
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F. LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE

G. PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PROJECTS

T�tle:

T�tle:

Gender:

Gender:

F�rst Name:

F�rst Name:

Fam�ly Name:

Fam�ly Name:

Pos�t�on:

Pos�t�on:

e-ma�l:

e-ma�l:

Mr.

Ms.

Male

Female

Tah�rcan

Ebru Hanna

Yarımoğlu

Balık

Team Leader / Co-Founder

Un�versal Coord�nator

tah�rcan@eka�stanbul.com

hanna@eka�stanbul.com
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Phone Number:

Phone Number:

Country:

Country:

C�ty:

C�ty:

+90 531 588 3370

+90 539 848 4300

Turkey

Turkey

İstanbul

İstanbul


