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Whether we are Latvian, Georgian, 
Slovene, Hungarian or German, we have in 
common a generation of parents and 
grandparents who lived under totalitarian 
regimes. Meeting in historically significant 
sites, we can therefore set a very special 
example for a peaceful, tolerant and open 
European encounter. We will investigate 
the mechanisms of authoritarianism and 
trace the paths that led societies and 
nations to democracy. 

The first port of call will be the Latvian 
capital Riga this summer.

Latvia regained independence just 31 
years ago. Their path was full of setbacks: 
first the occupation of an independent 
Latvia by the Red Army, and then German 
occupation and the era of the Latvian 
Socialist Soviet Republic which lasted until 
1990. With this local experience in mind, 
we shall focus on everyday life under a 
totalitarian regime. We will investigate 
societal opposition and civil courage in 
the face of the mechanisms of extortion 
and propaganda. Visits to museums such 
as the Latvian Museum for Occupation 
and analysing the memorial sites we visit, 
as well as talks with experts, will provide 
the necessary input.

Free time and sport are quite as much 
part of our programme – excursions in 
Latvia's fabulous landscape, canoeing 
trips and bathing in the Baltic

Participants:
about 25 young people
age between 18 and 27
 

Hosting organisation in Latvia:

Museum of the occupation of Latvia

https://www.volksbund.de/jugendbegegnungen

