Introduction to Crooked House
Crooked House is a theatre organization founded in 1993 and based in Newbridge, County Kildare.  It does not receive core funding and its individual projects are either voluntary or funded by a range of sources. Crooked House works with a wide range of groups and organizations in Kildare, Ireland and abroad.  It is an organisation that is committed to the use of theatre as a tool for social justice.
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performance ensemble
As a professional theatre company Crooked House makes one new play annually in Kildare and Dublin.  Often this is collaboration with an international company.  We hire professional actors, directors and theatre makers for these performances, and we have – like most Irish theatre companies – evolved a relationship with key theatre artists with whom we regularly make work.

Most of the projects produced by the ensemble are Irish premières of internationally acclaimed plays, although we have also commissioned work from Irish writers.  We like to work in collaboration with Irish venues (for example Project Arts Centre, Riverbank Arts Centre) or international companies (Associazione Culturale Tri-boo in Florence, Rogaland Theatre in Norway).
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Crooked House develops theatre projects that focus on socially engaging issues, particularly in relation to gender politics, sexual identity, and power.  We are a text-producing company, preferring to stage work strong on narrative, character and dialogue.  We have established Trapped Radicals (see below) to experiment with other theatre forms – it is, if you like, the laboratory of the organisation.
All projects are documented and archived although most are not online. A selected list of projects since 1993 is attached.

Crooked House is governed by a Board of Directors, is a company limited by guarantee, and is directed by Peter Hussey.
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the liffey studio
Since January 2009 Crooked House has moved into and renovated a new premises in 1, Main Street, Newbridge, County KIldare. It is called The Liffey Studio and is now used as a rehearsal and performance space.
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The space consists of the studio itself (24ft x 24ft and equipped with stage lights, seating and sound system), a training room, a meeting room, and kitchen/toilet facilities. The Liffey Studio is a bright, naturally lit space overlooking the River Liffey. It is used for acoustic gigs, stand-up comedy, visual art exhibitions, installations, film, training sessions, meetings, rehearsal of dance and theatre, and small-scale performances. Its seating capacity is 50.
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Since it opened in May 2009 it has become a focal point for Kildare-based artists.  Crooked House offers it for free to emerging theatre companies and individual artists to develop and rehearse new work.  To date it has been used by Caravan/On/Fire/Collective, Tavistock Arts, Mend-and-Make-do Theatre Company, Water-to-Wine Theatre Company and Sheer Tantrum Theatre Company to develop projects that they staged in Kildare and Dublin.  
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kildare youth theatre
Established in 1997 this group works directly with over 200 young people aged between 14 and 22 from all over County Kildare on a weekly basis.  
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We conduct drama-based personal development workshops; engage in suicide prevention initiatives; work with marginalised young people and early school leavers though partnerships with the Kildare Youth Services; and stage performances of new, devised and classical work.

There are an additional 200 young people who engage with the work of the company occasionally on a project basis.  Our workshops and performances reach, on average, an extra 3,000 young people across the county and beyond.

We also run a drama workshop programme for children called Crooked Mice. This project provides developmental drama work for children aged between 5 and 13.  It is run by trained facilitators from Kildare Youth Theatre who have been Garda vetted and checked.  It is an alternative to the Speech and Drama classes in the area and it focuses on personal development, building confidence and esteem, and performance skills.  There are 60 children in the Newbridge workshop, 30 in Naas, and 40 in Prosperous.  Fees are low and cover the costs of premises, insurance and facilitation.

trapped radicals
The idea to form Trapped Radicals arose due to expressed needs of older members of Kildare Youth Theatre who felt they would like to ‘step up’ their engagement with theatre and develop an ensemble structure within which to do so.  10 older members of the group have taken it upon themselves, in conjunction with Peter Hussey (the AD) to form this ensemble. We launched this ensemble in May 2009, having invited applications for membership from other youth theatres in the area (Prosperous, Griese and Celbridge) who have already expressed a strong interest in the ensemble.

Trapped Radicals aims:
· to produce theatre of a high artistic quality and ambition

· to research and experiment with modes and methods of performance

· to develop physical theatre and dance skills
· to incorporate film into the performance material
· to make independent films.
Trapped Radicals is for young artists who have completed third-level training, or who have gained considerable experience via their work practice, local youth theatre, or personal projects.

A piece called Lipstick Garden was commissioned from the National Women’s Council to mark International Women’s Day on 8th March 2010. This was performed in the headquarters of the EU Commission on Dawson Street, Dublin to accompany the launch of Kat Banyard’s book ‘The Equality Illusion’. The piece was devised by the ensemble and consisted of stage adaptations of firs person narratives from ‘The Equality Illusion’. We are currently developing it into a longer piece of theatre.

In conjunction with Kildare Youth Theatre Trapped Radicals worked with Italian company Tri-boo and Greek company Osmosis on a project in 2009 called Safe Home.  This project was funded through the EU Youth in Action programme and consisted of the three groups coming together in July (in Ireland) and in September (in Italy) to make a piece of theatre about control and violence in intimate relationships.

outreach and community
We have trained a panel of drama facilitators who work with a wide variety of organisations across the country and internationally.  We work on community development projects and with state and non governmental agencies.  Our work is acclaimed and recognised internationally and we are in constant demand to facilitate projects.  The majority of this work aims to promote suicide prevention measures; increase citizenship abilities; promote equality and social justice; and develop critical thinking.  Facilitators are employed on short-term contracts for the duration of the various projects.  Their fees are paid by the organisations who hire us, and we charge only for the direct work with the groups.  All the rest of the work is voluntary.  We work with an average of 600 different people in any given month.

A regularly occurring, weekly drama workshop, held in The Liffey Studio is Crooked Sixpence. It is aimed at senior citizens in our community.  Using methods derived from Reminiscence Theatre, Kate Connaughton works with older people to make performances that deal with issues relevant to the lives of our elderly.  These performances are then toured to nursing homes and day-care centres in Kildare and to Peamount hospital.  Begun in 1999, Crooked Sixpence was the first project of its kind in the country.
KYT workshopping ‘Nuts’ by Fausto Paravidino





Christy Moore playing in the Liffey Studio, 2009





KYT’s production of Scenes From Family Life by Mark Ravenhill in the National Theatre London 2007





Safe Home (2009)








