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CROOKED HOUSE THEATRE COMPANY
BACKGROUND

· Established in 1993 by Peter Hussey Crooked House Theatre Company was one of Kildare’s first professional performance company.  It performed new work that was premiered in Ireland, commissioned young writers to develop new plays, and performed classical works from the European canon.  Many productions have been toured in Ireland and abroad.

· We run Kildare Youth Theatre, Crooked Mice, Outreach and Education, and Crooked Sixpence. 

· Crooked House has built up a critical reputation in Ireland and internationally over the last 15 years and has produced many of the country’s leading young actors.  

· Crooked House has premiered in Ireland work by internationally recognised writers such as Mark Ravenhill (UK), Jon Fosse (Norway), Dennis Kelly (UK), John Guare (USA), Moira Buffini (UK), Laura Wade, Kevin Elyot (UK) and Anthony Neilson (Scotland).

· It has won numerous awards since its foundation.

· Crooked House is a flagship theatre company operating in Kildare, representing Newbridge on an international arena and promoting the county at home and abroad.  

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION

Crooked House has an extensive Outreach and Education programme.  
· We offer tailor-made workshops to groups and communities all over Ireland but principally in Kildare

· We provide training in drama facilitation and maintain a panel of drama-workers so that there is a highly skilled panel available for employment

· Projects consist of weekly or monthly or year-long programmes to build confidence, counteract depression, and help individuals achieve what they themselves wish to achieve in life. These projects are offered in partnership with a wide range of voluntary and statutory agencies with whom we have built up relationships over the past 12 years.

· Current partners and clients with who we work or have worked in the past include Kildare Youth Services; Kildare VEC, and all of the primary and secondary schools in Kildare; NUI Maynooth; Waterford IT; Aontas Ógra;  No-name clubs, and most youth groups in the region; Kildare Down Syndrome Association; KARE and Irish Wheelchair Association (Clane and Athy); all the Kildare Youthreach projects; Children in the Crossfire (Northern Ireland); Aontas, NALA and all the national literacy and adult education agencies; Blue Drum and other national arts agencies; Newbridge Family Resource Centre; Newbridge Asylum Seekers Support Group, and Kildare Travelers’ Support Group; Irish Aid, Amnesty International Ireland, Trocaire, IDEA and other aid/development agencies; Health Service Executive; and a wide range of youth, community and voluntary groups in Newbridge, Dublin, Meath, Laois and Offaly.  

KILDARE YOUTH THEATRE & ARTS
Kildare Youth Theatre is a production-based youth training and development project.  We produce new writing for young actors, films, street dance and break-dance, music nights, and devised theatre.  We employ professional directors and theatre-makers.  We organise theatre-based international exchanges.  We work with international partners to co-produce work, and to train young people.  We tour nationally and internationally.  We host interns and work placements from universities in Ireland and abroad.

· There are currently 250 young people actively involved in KYT.  They come from all over county Kildare and beyond.

· The performances they make are attended by, in an average year, 4,000 other young people

· The group is run by a committee made up of young people aged 18 to 25

· KYT has a professional Artistic Director (Peter Hussey), a Child Protection Officer and its facilitators are all Garda checked

· KYT is affiliated to the National Association of Youth Drama

· In addition to performing challenging plays, KYT offers young people free training in Directing, Drama Facilitation, and Acting.

· The many workshops held on a weekly basis are designed to use drama as a tool to aid young people in 

· gaining confidence, self-esteem, and joy-of-life

· counteracting depression

· avoiding self-harm and addiction

· safely expressing repressed impulses (and so counteracting repressed anxieties) 

· dealing with conflict and aggression

· finding a social and political voice

· gaining tolerance and a multi-cultural awareness

· becoming active citizens in their own communities.

It is run voluntarily.  Further information on our Facebook page http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/2511875429/ 

CROOKED MICE was set up in 1997 to offer drama classes to children that were different to the type offered by the Speech and Drama groups in the area.  Crooked Mice focused on the developmental needs of children and used drama:

· to build confidence

· to equip children with ways of dealing with bullying, aggression and hurtful behaviour

· to develop their imaginations by helping them make-up and perform their own stories

· to introduce them to performance skills

· to help them share, collaborate and gain the most from teamwork

· to have fun in a safe and stimulating environment.

The facilitators are all young people from Kildare Youth Theatre who have been trained by Crooked House and who are Garda vetted, and who have a deep interest in working with children (they are all over 20 years of age).

Children can join Crooked Mice at any time during school-term, but there is a fee for it (it is the only Crooked House project that charges a fee due to the insurance and overheads involved).  

There is a weekly workshop or class, and one performance per year in June.

Children from all over Kildare attend this project. 
