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	Full legal name
	Novosadski Edukativni centar Novi Sad

	Full legal name (English)
	Education center Novi Sad

	Acronym
	ECNS

	Address (adres)
	Branka Bajića 36

	City
	Novi Sad

	Country
	Serbia

	Region
	Vojvodina

	Email
	aleksandar@nec.rs

	Facebook
	www.instagram.com/nec.rs/

	Web page
	nec.rs/

	PIC
	925860442



	Type of Organization
	NGO

	Is the partner org. a public body?
	NO

	Is the partner org. a non-profit?
	YES

	Activity level
	3

	Has the organization received any type of accreditation before submitting this application and reference number?
	No

	Holders of projects

Projects financed from the 
program "Youth in action"
	



	Legal Representative
	

	Title, Family Name
	Pokrajac

	First Name
	Aleksandar

	Position
	Chairman of the Board

	Email
	aleksandarpokrajac@gmail.com

	Telephone 
	+381 69 777868

	Address
	Pavla Papa 27/2

	Contact Person
	

	Title, Family Name
	Pokrajac

	First Name
	Aleksandar

	Position
	Chairman of the Board

	Email
	aleksandarpokrajac@gmail.com

	Telephone 
	+381 69 777868

	Adress
	Pavla Papa 27/2

	 
BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE

	Please briefly present the partner organisation.
	We contribute to the development and empowerment of young people, with the aim of training and acting in the direction of personal fulfillment and contribution to the community.
Lifelong education and mentoring support make it possible to realize the personal potential of young people, to improve their economic perspective, thereby contributing to the development of society and benefits.
Some aims and objectives:
· Poverty reduction in the field of social security
· Providing support to the process of reaching sustainable development and its promotion in the fields of education, business, active participation of youth, and social entrepreneurship
· Strengthening economic capacities of society, with a special attention dedicated to promoting the entrepreneurial spirit, especially in the field of sustainable development and green technologies
· Creating favorable conditions and supporting rural development
· Providing support to the development of entrepreneurship and business conditions in both urban and rural areas
· Establishing social entrepreneurship as the primary model of sustainable development, social economy, and green economy
· Development and improvement of the status of youth and youth support systems
· International cooperation in the fields of sustainable development, rural development, environmental protection, entrepreneurship, and youth work
· Development of educational and training programs to improve the knowledge, skills, and competencies of youth in connection to strengthening their employability and self-employment.

	What are the activities and experience of the organization in the areas relevant for this application?
	Informal youth education 2014/15/16
Educating youth and unemployed individuals in keeping their personal financial records. Creating a business plan for 50 unemployed young individuals per year, enabling them to start up a business they love and to work in.
Promoting examples of good practice of young entrepreneurs, and good economy 2017
Carrying out activities that contribute to popularizing youth entrepreneurship, financial literacy, and all forms of self-employment, by promoting examples of good practices of young entrepreneurs and new types of self-employment in the fields such as creative industries, and information and communications technology.
Youth Social Entrepreneurship School 2017/18
The School supports young people in being proactive, to start up a business they want to work in, learn how to solve certain social problems, create a positive social impact, and produce a certain value. 
The School is based on the principles of cooperation, openness towards creative work, development of competencies and innovation among young people. It represents a stimulating, creative environment. 
The School connects and creates networks of young people, civic organizations, entrepreneurs, freelancers, etc.
The School is supported and recognized by the Ministry of Youth and Sports as a significant project for young people, which is in line with priorities and contributes to achieving objectives stated in strategic documents. 
THE BANK OF TIME 2018-2020
An innovative and a non-profit project which was supported by the Youth Capital of Europe 2019, OPENS. During this project, over 900 young people registered on the Time Bank platform and felt the benefits of the sharing economy. 
Bank of time as a special form of valorizing voluntary work in which time, as the most valuable resource, is invested instead of money, and is exchanged among bank members. Each member-volunteer invests a certain amount of personal spare time, as well as the knowledge they are willing to give to the community. In exchange, they receive an equal amount of time or help from another bank member. 
From 2019 to 2020, we implemented the EU-funded project "Creation and implementation of an innovative program and approach in youth employment employability and creative, social entrepreneurship ". During the project, in which over 100 young people directly participated, we worked to develop digital skills, effective communication and Design Thinking methodology. We also developed a social game: Get started, find yourself.
During 2022 and 2023, we implemented two projects with over 200 direct participants, with the support of the EU, the Youth Hub Western Balkans, and the Regional Program on Local Democracy in the Western Balkans 2 (ReLOaD2) implemented by UNDP.

	What are the skills and expertise of key staff/persons involved in this application?
	AleksandarPokrajac
He is the founder of the Business and Development Center, a social business association for providing support to the development of social entrepreneurship, operational improvements of social businesses, cooperatives, associations, and similar organizations, by designing sustainable projects and promoting corporate social responsibility. He provides mentoring support in the process of developing business and professional skills, as well as in implementing ideas and enterprises. 
Expertly organized and executed various educational events (over 20), including virtual and in-person. These events included transformative workshops, personal and professional development lectures, stimulating panel discussions, and invaluable networking opportunities.
Master’s Degree in Economics,


	Other community funding

	Please give information about any type of Community grant your organsiation/group has received/applied for in the last financial year.

	Programme or initiative
	Identification/contract number
	Contracting promoter
	Title of the project

	WEB4YES
	2017/394387
	web4yes.bos.rs/
	Creation and implementation of an innovative program and approach in youth employment, employability and creative, social entrepreneurship

	WB&T for EmploYouth
	2020/414-560
	nec.rs/project/poboljsanje-polozaja-neet-mladih-na-trzistu-rada/
	Improving the position of NEET youth on the labor market

	Regional Program on Local Democracy in the Western Balkans 2 (ReLOaD2)
	BIH10/00120547- LVGA NEC2022-8
	on.edu.rs/
	Empowerment and inclusion of young people from vulnerable groups through social entrepreneurship
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