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Profile
Teacher, trainer and consultant in the field of bilingual education, human rights (LGBT, ethnic minorities, gender), with international experience in generating and implementing syllabi, formal and nonformal education projects. 20 years of experience assisting adults and teen students as well as their teachers to prepare for national and international exams like FCE, CAE, CPE, IELTS, TOEFL, SAT, GRE.
Education
July 1993, Bachelor of Arts in English and Romanian studies, University of Bucharest



CELTA - Cambridge Certificate for English Teaching to Adults – since 2004; 



Certified Cambridge Examiner (KET, PET, FCE, CAE) since 2011
Additional
Soros Foundation Romanian teachers’ scholarship to the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, 1995;
training
Collecting testimonies of Jewish and Roma Holocaust survivors, SHOAH Foundation, 1997; 

Eastern Europe, Mediterranean and Asian Regional Language and Cultural Coordinators Training, United States Peace Corps, 2002;  

International Visitor with the Grassroots Activism program of the USA Department of State, 2006

Helping students prepare for the IELTS exam, British Council, 2009
Fulbright Teaching Excellence and Achievement Fellow, 2013
Achievements
▪Co-wrote two Ministry-approved English coursebooks for baccalaureate preparation, with an emphasis on UK and US culture, writing and delivering presentations



▪Exam subject author for the national baccalaureate 2007

▪Wrote Peace Corps Tutor’s Manual, co-wrote Peace Corps Pre-Service Training Language Manual (3 volumes) and the Teacher’s Guide to the latter.

▪Designed and conducted 50+ training events on teaching methodologies, diversity, minorities, cross and inter-cultural learning, project management, advocacy. Contracted with national and international agencies such as the national debate association ARDOR or the Open Society Institute in Bucharest and New York.
Professional experience
Coordinator













Center for Action and Responsibility in Education, 2009-Present

Train and mentor teams of teachers of languages, science and arts from primary and secondary education institutions from all over the country, on behalf of the Center as well as other organizations such as: Policy Center for Roma and Minorities, National Debate Association ARDOR, Harm Reduction Association Carusel, Gender Equality Association ALEG (in Sibiu) or Young Artists Association H.Arta (in Timisoara). Supervision and evaluation is also part of the process in most cases. 






Antidiscrimination Club, Romani CRISS, 2013-2015

Design and coordinate implementation of activities, liase with school principals and mentor 30 young members from 6 different highschools and some university students to develop skills among young Roma and nonRoma that will contribute to reducing bias and racism in society. We have activities ranging from Roma Pride Day, forum theatre, a course on social dynamics, developing media instruments to combat racism. The club is part of a wider 2-year project carried out in a partnership by Romani CRISS and Amalipe (Roma NGO in Bulgaria). The project also has a Greek and a Hungarian partner-NGO, both nonRoma.

Peace Corps Romania, 1994 – 2008
Trained a total of over 700 American volunteers in Romania, from Romanian language to teaching methodologies and incorporating human rights activism in own vision of teaching. I mentored volunteers after the completion of their training period, for the entire duration of their service in Romania (2 to 3 years) if they decided they wanted to be community organizers in Roma/Gypsy slums. I supervised a language and culture training team of up to 15 instructors delivering 10-week summer programs of instruction to American volunteers, for 15 consecutive summers.
Concordia, Ploiesti, Romania, 2009-2010

Rebuilding the social and learning skills of formerly homeless teenagers abusing intoxicant substances. This included training the teaching and support staff working with the youngsters, providing counseling to both staff and young people, curriculum design and implementation, organizing trips and camps for young adults. 
H.Arta Association Romania, 2009-2010

The three projects I have coordinated on behalf of this association focused mainly on gender issues, with a special emphasis on Roma gender issues for the last project. Activities ranged from workshops to drama camps and English public speaking competitions.

Consultant













Carusel Association, 2011-Present

As a result of the increasing rate of addiction and risk of addiction among teens in general and marginalized groups of Roma in particular, I sought a partnership with a nonprofit that provides expert assistance to addicts and people with problematic substance abuse routines. In return for their services in my high school as well as the ghetto where I do community organizing, I do consulting on educational and training design, curriculum design – and I negotiate partnerships between Carusel and educational state institutions (the county inspectorate, schools other than mine etc)
http://www.carusel.org/






National Debate Association ARDOR, 2000-Present

The Association has employed my consulting and training services in projects that aimed at building and consolidating a national network of teachers who use methods of nonformal education along formal education methods to enhance the students’ potential to communicate effectively in different setups, from debate and public speaking to commuity development and advocacy.

http://www.ardor.org.ro/main.php?lang=ro
EDU 2000+, OSI Romania, Feb–Jun 2006
Monitor, assist, coordinate and liaise with OSI the activities of 3 high schools in Bucharest aimed at empowering student governments, assisting school principals to develop cohesive plans to improve administration and reduce corruption at the school level.
http://www.cedu.ro/ro/
Population Services International, Mar-Oct 2006
Monitor and evaluate a behaviour-change, HIV-prevention training of young popular opinion leaders (POL’s). Assess the training curriculum and methods, the trainers’ performance and the overall impact on trainees, through observation, focus group discussions, in-depth interviews. 
http://www.psi.org/
Senior teacher





G. Cosbuc National Bilingual College, Bucharest, 1993-Present
▪Course design and implementation: academic writing, world literature, human rights.

▪EFL: exam-preparation courses for CAE, CPE, IELTS, TOEFL

▪Study abroad counseling for junior and senior students in high school. Liasing between students and the UCAS representative in Romania, as well as representatives of universities in the UK, the USA, Australia, Denmark.

▪Recruitment and coaching for debate and public speaking clubs; organizing local, regional and national competitions and events in cooperation with the national debate association ARDOR, the English Speaking Union, the US mission in Romania, AICI, Transparency Int’l.
▪Diversity counselor and youth organizer for community involvement, president of the alumni-student-parent association C.A.R.E. (Center for Action and Responsibility in Education) offering assistance and personal development opportunities to young people since 2006, in partnerships with Romanian and foreign organizations such as: Active Watch, Center for Independent Journalism, Romani CRISS, Agentia Impreuna, Militia Spirituala, KAEBNAI (Basque Country), Mesemrom (Switzerland)






El Centro Britanico, Santiago de Compostela, 2010-2011
Teach English as a Foreign Language to adults and teenagers. I designed my own lessons, using a variety of resources, from company textbooks to self-designed materials. Levels: FCE, CAE, TOEFL, IELTS
Plus Summer Programme, Leicester, UK, summer 2010
Teach English as a Foreign Language to Spanish and Italian groups of teenagers. Besides teaching, I also participated in out-of-class activities such as trips, sports and other recreational activities. 






Int’l Debate Education Association, Turkey, summer 2009

I trained and coached 100+ young people from 30+ different counties – these were debaters with a very strong interest in environmental advocacy. This was an intensive program comprising sessions delivered by environmental scientists, debate coaches (I was one of 8) and activists that trained young people about advocacy and lobbying techniques that they could employ once back in their countries. I actually learned a lot from this myself.
CreditEurope Bank,  Citibank, Unicredit, Orange, ISTA Romania, Population Services Int’l Romania, John Snow Int’l Romania
Teach English and Romanian as a foreign language to middle and upper management professionals from a range of countries: Romania, Turkey, USA, UK, France, Germany, Austria, Italy, Spain, India, China etc. The courses were customized based on the client’s specific goals and profile; I have delivered one-on-one, small groups and large groups courses, using commercial course support/manuals or my own materials.
Selection of courses/training events designed and implemented in recent years: 
▪Dealing with Own Prejudice, a 2-day workshop commissioned by Community Support Foundation, 2002, and ALEG (Gender Equality Association), 2006; 
▪Diversity in the Public Space, a 2-day street workshop commissioned by H.arta Association, 2008;

▪Writing for academic success, a full-semester course that can be compressed into a 4-hr workshop, since 2009;

▪Combining formal and nonformal education to reintegrate young people with a history of abuse, a 3-month training and supervision program for Concordia educators, 2009;
▪Deconstructing gender stereotypes in TV productions, a 2-day street workshop commissioned by H.arta, 2009;

▪Combining formal and nonformal education to reduce intolerance and educational insuccess of marginalized children and youth, a 2-day training and 6-month supervision program for teachers and volunteer educators working with beneficiaries of Policy Center for Roma and Minorities, 2010, 2011, and 2012.

▪The rhetoric of civic participation, a 2-day training seminar in discourse management and rhetoric techniques used for civic mobilization. The training was commissioned by the national debate association ARDOR, for the benefit of members and partners of CRIM/Spiritual Militia, 2013.
▪Using Forum Theatre to Raise Gender Awareness, 2009, 2011, 2012. After initially training the ALEG team in the history, rationale and mechanisms of social theatre, I conducted yearly script-generatiion, directing and jokerage for performances schedules as part of the Festival for Gender Equality that ALEG (Gender Equality Association) organizes yearly.
Language skills


Romanian – native

English – near-native (Band 9 in IELTS Speaking, 8.5 overall), 
Spanish – proficient (European frame C1)

Russian – intermediate (European frame A2)
French – beginner (European frame A1)
Technical skills 


MS Office suite; Sun OpenOffice suite; Mozilla suite; sufficient webdesign skills to make my own website(
Hobbies
Forum theatre, ethnic cuisine, travel, writing.
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