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ZFFZ - Zentrum für Freiwilligen-, Friedens- und Zivildienst der Evangelischen Kirche von Kurhessen-Waldeck   
(Center for Voluntary, Peace and Civilian Service of the Evangelical Church of Kurhessen-Waldeck) 

 The ZFFZ…  

is a church based institution aiming at providing Social and Ecological Peace Services as a practical learning 

opportunity for young adults. ZFFZ was founded in 2004 and consists of the formerly independent units 

“Center for Conscientious Objection and Compulsory Civil Service” and “Social and Ecological Voluntary 

Services” in order to coordinate the different services for young adults. Presently the program offers 

counseling for Conscientious Objectors/War Resisters, pedagogical and pastoral guidance for participants in 

the compulsory Civil Service as a substitute for military service, Social and Ecological Voluntary Services 

(FSJ/FÖJ) and the Federal Voluntary Services (BFD) to be installed in summer 2011, both regulated by 

Federal Law.   

 …makes connections…  

Sending: As a substitute for the military service, approved Conscientious Objectors have been entitled since 

1984 to do International Voluntary Service called “Alternative Services Abroad”. Since 2007 ZFFZ is a 

registered sending organization for International Social Voluntary Services, was approved in 2008 for the 

development education program “weltwärts” (worldwards) and for the European Voluntary Services (EVS) as 

from 2010. 

Hosting: Since 1998 we host young adults from abroad for social, diaconal and cultural projects in the 

regions of our Evangelical Church of Kurhessen-Waldeck facilitated by the program lines of FSJ and EFD. 

We are approved as cooperating hosting organisation in EVS. We cooperate with different partner 

organisations in Europe, mainly within the Evangelical Diaconal Year Network (EDYN). In August 2010 we 

combined sending and hosting into one program unit. This intensifies our networking with partner 

organizations towards an exchange of volunteers and gives way to a more profound intercultural learning 

opportunity for young women and men. 

 …through different Voluntary Services… 

ZFFZ offers a variety of services, both for partner organisations and young adult applicants. Our experience 

is a solid basis for further extension of our professionally prepared, accompanied and reflected  voluntary 

services.  

 …searching for partners… 

We are willing to cooperate with partners from different backgrounds in order to develop, expand and 

consolidate our program. We are on the lookout for new partners, whether experienced in voluntary services 

or simply willing to enter into a new field of engagement. 
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 …for further cooperation… 

For 2012 we are in the process of planning a joint conference with partners from Germany and abroad to 

exchange our expectations towards voluntary services and their opportunities, our common interests and 

expertise. Furthermore we want to evaluate the ongoing working contacts in hosting and sending and last but 

not least we want to make the contacts visible by meeting the people concerned. This gives us a new basis for 

cooperation in future. 

 … of mutual benefit! 

During their time as volunteers young women and men enjoy a unique opportunity for experience in 

international, social, ecological and intercultural learning and practice. All partner organizations benefit 

from the enthusiasm, motivation and willingness to get involved into a new field of professional work. 

Dynamic and refreshing as young people are they promote creative inputs, challenge our institutions and 

initiate changes which benefit all concerned. 

 

We provide advice and information about the numerous opportunities for voluntary service 

in foreign countries: 

European Voluntary Service (EVS)  
http://ec.europa.eu/youth/youth-in-action-programme/doc82_en.htm 

 
Development Volunteers Service (weltwärts) “world-wards” 
http://www.weltwaerts.de/service/downloads/richtlinie/wwRichtlinie-en.pdf 

 
International Youth Volunteer Service  
(Internationale Jugendfreiwilligendienste IJFD) 
http://www.bmfsfj.de/ (no english version yet) 

 

 
 
and for hosting volunteers from abroad:   
 

European Voluntary Service (EVS)  
http://ec.europa.eu/youth/youth-in-action-programme/doc82_en.htm 

 
Social Voluntary Service (FSJ)  
http://www.fsj-hessen.de/ 

 
Ecological Voluntary Service (FÖJ) 
http://www.foej-hessen.de/ 

 
Federal Voluntary Service (BFD) from 01.07.2011 
http://www.ekkw.de/zffz 

  

 
Contact 
 
 
 
 
 
 
der Evangelischen Kirche Kurhessen-Waldeck 
 
ZFFZ - Internationale Freiwilligendienste 
Lessingstraße 13 
34119 Kassel 
Germany 
 
Phone: +49 561 10991-50 
Fax: +49 561 10991-68 
Email: zffz@ekkw.de 

Sending contact: 
Mr Markus Maurer 
Phone:  +49 561 10991-65 
Fax:  +49 561 10991-68 
Email:  maurer.zffz@ekkw.de 
 

Hosting contact: 
Ms Katrin Lichte 
Phone:  +49 561 10991-53 
Fax:  +49 561 10991-68 

Email:  lichte.zffz@ekkw.de 
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