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What is Youthnet Hellas 
Youthnet Hellas is a non-governmental and non-profit organization (NGO), that seeks to engage Young people at local, national, European and International level through activities and interventions. Youthnet Hellas started approximately 15 years ago, as an informal Youth network from all over Greece, then became the Local Youth Consultant Federation nationwide (Central Union of Local and Prefectural Youth Councils of Greece)  and eventually, in 2009, evolved in today’s organization, as a contemporary and flexible non-governmental organization (NGO). Further information about Youthnet Hellas activities can be found at www.youthnet.gr. 

Aims of the First Yearly Report
At present, there is an absence of a serious, reliable and valid yearly report for the Youth Sector in Greece, manifested by an independent source. For this reason, the main aims of Youthnet Hellas First Yearly Report 2009 on the Youth Sector include:

· A record of the primary national supportive structures related to Youth,

· A presentation of the primary legislative initiatives in areas related to Youth,

· A general record of the bodies and Youth organizations – formal or informal-which are active in Greece,

· A presentation of the educational potential and opportunities, formal or informal, related to the young and mainly the educational initiatives connected with vocation,
· A brief report of the European Youth Programs and the information potential, as well as the funding opportunities available from national and European organizations,

· The efforts for the first complete plan of Greek reality with regards to Youth during 2009. 

Conclusions and Proposals
The conclusions emerging from the annual report on Youth Sector that was implemented for the first time in Greece by an independent, non-governmental organization (NGO), is by no means simple or one-dimensional. On the contrary it highlights two important features of Greek society: on the one hand the great potential, and the dysfunction of several sectors and bodies of public life and on the other the unbelievable disposition, creativity and imagination of members that are active at the Civil Community level.

At first glance of the report it is obvious that the majority of public initiatives are made by the General Secretariat For Youth (GSFY),which up till August 2010 was under the Ministry of Education , Life Long Learning and Religion, and since September  2010 is under the Ministry of Employment and Social Security. Although it is an understandable and acceptable fact that the GSFY is the most qualified body for Youth topics in our country and therefore should be responsible for the largest amount of relative actions, it is of concern the lack of many important initiatives from other public bodies and especially ministries.
At the same time, significant organizations that are supported and funded by the GSFY such as N.Y.C., do not seem to justify the role that they could have, as national, representative Youth bodies. On the contrary, they limit themselves to specific actions that are not always wide ranged. Clearly, this has contributed to the fact that several organizations – members of NYC-  under-function, whereas others are unable to promote essential matters that concern the Young in our country.
Similar, are the conclusions that emerge from reports of LYC activities in the country. Despite beginning with the best prerequisites with its foundation in 2006, the LYC, essentially in only few cases managed to justify the power that had been established after its successful activities – always at a voluntary level – of the Central Union of Local and Prefectural Youth Councils of Greece and  the Youth movement at National and European levels for several years. 
Despite the decisions for the formation of the Municipal Committees, the weak presence of LYC in less than 1/3 of the Municipalities from 2006 onwards does not mean, in most cases anything more than the establishment of a few more cultural associations that are active only at the local level. Subsequently, there is an absence of taking up initiatives at a non- local level, such as the utilization of European Youth exchange programs as well as the development of a horizontal co-operation with other LYC in other areas of Greece. Particularly, the last issue can be addressed successfully with the establishment of a coordinating body at secondary and tertiary levels.
Contradictory, the activation of student member communities, as well as the actions of hundreds NGO members, groups and informal initiatives in the whole country, can be observed with great interest. The actions recorded in this report are completely demonstrative and simply predispose whoever is interested in entering an unbelievable world of information and experiences.
However, two matters require great attention with regards to the operations of the independent organizations of Greece and especially the NGOs. The first matter is for an objective thorough and transparent evaluation of programs run by the NGOs in our country with the responsibility of GSFY, as the authorized body, for effective management. The GSFY and the Youth Institute should proceed to the specification of quality standards, where basically, all organizations that are funded by national and European sources are checked, so reports are not spent on economic reviews and the summation of invoices. The second matter is related to the absence of horizontal cooperation of the organizations themselves, an area that should and must function increasingly to benefit first and foremost the Civil Communities. 

The absence of horizontal cooperation becomes quite obvious in the student movement which lost its power a long time ago as well as the esteem that they justifiably appreciated.

A necessary prerequisite, not just for its survival, but for the active presence     of students in the educational community, is holding a Nationwide Student Conference, which will be a step towards the substantial improvement of the academic environment of Greece. The National Greek Student Union (ΕΦΕΕ) and National Union of Greek Students (ΕΣΕΕ) overcoming their political differences should become active at a European Level and become members of the corresponding European Student networks and organizations, so as to participate in the shaping of the European Agenda for Universities.
Whereas, in the sectors of European programs and opportunities, the educational and vocational potential, as well as funding, records surprisingly considerable strength. Even though in the area of the connection of vocation with employment substantial and effective initiatives are not recorded except for some actions by the Employment Organization (OAED). Generally from the report by the work group for the Annual report of the Youth sector it emerges that the Young in our country have the potential to participate in educational programs and activities both nationally and internationally but do not always have the necessary information or access to it.
The Youth Information Centers, apart from a few exceptions, have not got the executive role they should have for the know-how and connections of the Young with the world of information.  Several public bodies often fail to channel information to all interested parties commonly resulting in the exclusion of the Young living far from the large urban areas. This is a matter that should obviously concern the new Local Administrative Authorities, especially after the upcoming elections and the changes that will occur with the “Kallikratis” Administrative Reforms.
Therefore, keeping in mind the positive facts from this first Yearly Report for the Youth Sector in Greece and pinpointing the problematic areas, the idea of forming a national youth policy or national youth strategy, becomes more than ever feasible and easier. Such a policy or strategy can be planned through negotiable procedures by all the involved organizations, that can be manifested based on specific directional and pre-arranged sources. To be coordinated by a qualified public body and above all to be regularly evaluated for it’s effectiveness and the perspective benefits to those directly involved, the Youth of our country.

Such a Greek Youth Policy can proceed in the directions of the European Youth Policy or strategy, to be compatible with the aims of the European Strategic  Europa 2020 and mainly to follow the manifest of the  White Paper of 2001. Finally, it can contribute in the formation of a European Youth Policy.

[The complete Yearly report 2009  του Youthnet Hellas for the Youth Sector in Greece can be found at www.youthnet.gr.]

PAGE  
2
Youth Sector in Greece   -   Youthnet Hellas Yearly Report 2009 

