       PLATFORM FOR YOUTH AND ACTION 

                                CONCEPT NOTE

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY


Platform for youth and Action (PYA) is a community based organization discharging its duties within the larger Nakuru District -Kenya and its environs. The formation and establishment of Platform for Youth and Action as a community-based organization is mooted out of the understanding that a collective societal effort is a pre-requisite to achieving a sustainable socio-economic, ecological and educational growth and development across community smallholdings
. It is borne of an understanding that communal growth and development is the cornerstone in the national concerted effort geared towards poverty alleviation and food security in the 3rd world countries of which Kenya is part. Platform for Youth and Action is established on similar principles aiming to boost the socio-economic, ecological and educational statii of its target groups and the interested parties and its modus operandi motto is, ‘Empowering common ‘mwananchi’’. Its programme area is diverse and focused on empowerment through knowledge and information dissemination which are prerequisite elements of sustainable development.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

· To enhance the society’s economic stability through trainings that will arouse their potential, ambitions and aspirations.

· To enrich the public with knowledge on leadership and governance through civic education and advocacy on human and socio-economic rights.

· To promote the social wellbeing of the society by promoting cultural exchanges, placements and volunteerism.

· To nurture and support innovative livelihood enterprises and ideas that are less land ownership intensive through institutional linkages.

· To promote health by creating awareness campaigns on HIV/AIDS, drug abuse among other ills that the society faces.

· To facilitate and enhance decision making in careers by conducting career talks and guidance in institutions to enable the youth at this level make informed choices.

· To identify, develop and promote talents among the youth.
· To provide a platform for the society and the youth to explore their unique capacities for development, and guide their exploitation of the same at different levels.
· To champion for conservation and protection of the natural environment with emphasis on the use, planning and development natural resources.
OUR VISION

PYA envisions an adequately informed society that taps from the acquired knowledge and skills for holistic and sustainable development.

OUR 
MISSION

To offer an empowerment platform as a springboard to securing the desired future in line with the competitiveness of the global market


ACTIVITIES/PROJECTS/PROGRAMMES

A. YOUTH PROGRAMMES

 
The youth form a majority in Kenya. They account for over 65% (National Population Census 1999) of the total population of the country. This is a critical mass, providing an unmatched base of human resource. . Nonetheless, the youth are classified under the ‘marginalized groups’ in Kenya. They have not been mainstreamed in most of the policies and government projects. They have been neglected a great deal. It is not until recently that the government established a ‘fresh ministry’, the Ministry of Youth Affairs. Through this ministry, the government has pledged ‘affirmative’ action in dealing with youth related issues as anchored in the New Constitution of Kenya (especially Article 55).Nonetheless, not much has been done so far with regard to the youths. Platform for Youth and Action has, thus, been established to break this jinx and usher the youth into the realm of personal and community development.

 The organization is involved in the following among other youth programmes; 

1. Advocacy programmes
· Leaderships and governances

· Human rights advocacy

· Socio-economic rights

2. Empowerment programmes
· Trainings

· Seminars

· Workshops

· Creation of talent families aimed at nurturing talents of the youths.

3.
 Awareness campaigns

Addressing challenges facing the youth including,

· HIV/AIDS

· Drug and Substance abuse

· Youth’s place in the global arena

4. Volunteers and Internship Programs.
· Organizing volunteer programs for the young people who have graduated from colleges, universities and any other institutions and thus want to gain experience before entering the job market.

· Organizing career feels for students .This is whereby students during holidays can get time to spend a day or two with professionals in careers they have chosen. This will enhance their decision making process.

4. Exchange Programs.

· Partnering with other local and international youth organizations through exchange programs.

· Participating in any global issues affecting the youth by actively getting involved in interactive sessions that promote the same.

B. COMMUNITY PROGRAMMES

Platform for Youth and Action seeks to improve and develop the community through a number of programs that are beneficial to the community members. National development is fully pegged on community development. PYA ensures that empowerment is taken to the grass root so that members of the community get the right empowerment to spearhead development in their respective communities which will, in turn, be beneficial to the nation. The organization seeks to undertake the following to achieve this;

· Civic education aimed at creating political awareness to the public. Through this, members of the public will be sensitized on the constitution and the importance of national integration; both of which are very integral for societal development.

· Awareness campaigns on issues affecting the community e.g.  Environmental conservation, disaster management and preparedness among others. The organization shall also undertake to   lead the community in addressing issues that crop up from time to time with promptitude.

· Capacity building of members of the community through trainings aimed at impartation of both soft and hard skills; both of which are critical ingredients for development
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� Rural/urban folks who live and mainly eke their subsistence the hard labour way by practicing low income generating activities





