Objectives: 
· To bring together experts and actors in the field of youth work, volunteering and active citizenship in order to foster a tangible exchange of skills and experience from different cultural perspectives in the hopes of increasing the knowledge, abilities and appreciation for different methods of work for all participants

· To form linkages between all participants in order to promote future cooperative projects and exchanges in the context of the EU Strategy for Danube Region

· To bring together organisations working with young people in order to create new project ideas within the Youth in Action Programme


· To complete the initial phases of cooperative project planning, and provide communications network in order to ensure the completion of said projects.





















Purpose of this Open Call
EPYD is looking for partners for a 7day Partnership-Building Activity in Romania.
We are looking for partners from countries in the Danube Region: 
[image: ]
· 
· Germany
· Austria
· Hungary
· Czech Republic
· Slovak Republic
· Slovenia
· Bulgaria
· Croatia
· Serbia
· Bosnia and Herzegovina
· Montenegro
· Moldova
· Ukraine


As measure to promote cohesion and spur collaboration in the Danube Region EPYD is applying trough the Youth in Action Programme, action Action 4.3 - Training and networking of those active in youth work and youth organizations a 7day Partnership-Building Activity in Romania.

The aim of the PBA (Partnership-Building Activity) is: to develop the quality of support systems for youth activities and the capability of civil society organizations in the field of active citizenship and volunteering.

Context and Justification: 
EU Commissioner Hübner that: “The importance of the Danube Basin for the EU cannot be underestimated.. A one-size-fits all approach doesn't work in an EU of 27 Member States and 271 regions.” 
In response to the challenges of the Danube Region a EU Strategy was developed and an action plan was agreed upon by the 14 states that are part of the region. EU Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR) states that “there is a need to connect people, their ideas and needs. Disparities in education and employment can be overcome. It can be made a safe and secure area, where conflict, marginalization and crime are properly addressed. By 2020, all citizens of the Region should enjoy better prospects of higher education, employment and prosperity in their own home area. The Strategy should make this a truly 21st century region, secure and confident, and one of the most attractive in Europe.” The strategy concludes with underlining the fact that a“A sustainable framework for cooperation” is needed and “All stakeholders must take responsibility….Working together with international and cross-border organisations across the Region will encourage synergies and avoid duplication. A reinforced territorial dimension will provide an integrated approach, and encourage better coordination of sectoral policies.” 

In this context EPYD wishes to bring together partners from all Danube Region countries working within the volunteering and active citizenship field to discuss and share best practices and, above all, build the premises for developing common project within the Youth in Action that will strengthen the region and build up towards the achievement of the goals of the strategy. 

We feel that by strengthening the civil society and encouraging collaboration between the countries in the region we can achieve a higher level of quality in youth work and better impact on the lives of young people in the region. 

Overview of activity:
As measure to promote cohesion and spur collaboration in the Danube Region EPYD is applying trough the Youth in Action Programme, action Action 4.3 - Training and networking of those active in youth work and youth organizations a 7day Partnership-Building Activity in Romania.About European Platform for Youth Development
- EPYD-
EPYD is a non-governmental, non-profit, apolitical body based on regional cooperation between the European Union and partner countries from SEE & Caucasus created in 2005 (It was juridical set up in 2007).
EPYD's mission is:
Increase the quality & accountability, of cohesion policies and techniques through inter-trans national youth cooperation
Support the development of youth cooperation
Lobby for the recognition and advocate the active participation of organizations working in the youth field.

In terms of capacity EPYD network is formed by a variety of non-governmental organizations, with long and rich experience in EVS project management but also in implementation of projects within YIA programme as well as other funding programmes. All materials, methodologies and other tools (including the partnership network) developed by our members (Regional Association for Rural Development, Youngsters without Borders, etc) are available to EPYD 100%.`
















The aim of the PBA (Partnership-Building Activity) is: to develop the quality of support systems for youth activities and the capability of civil society organizations in the field of active citizenship and volunteering.
Project Fact Sheet
Project coordinator and applicant: European Platform for Youth Development – EPYD –

Financing Programme: the Youth in Action Programme, action Action 4.3 - Training and networking of those active in youth work and youth organizations

Deadline for application: 31 january 2013

Project start date: October 2013







































What we need from you?
In case you are interested please send us a short description of your organsiation detailing your experience in the field of volunteering, non-formal education and/or adult learning at serban.nagy@epyd.eu 

Contact Details
European Platform for Youth Development
Phone/Fax: (+4)0351/173 026
Email: serban.nagy@epyd.eu
Mobile Number: +40766670465
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