Community football for inclusion, health & active citizenship in rural Europe
Acronym: BEEBALL
Programme: Erasmus+ Sport – Small Scale Partnerships
Duration: 18–24 months
Budget: 60.000 € (lump sum)
Countries: 3 (Greece + 2 partners)

1) Background & Rationale
Rural and semi-rural communities across Europe face similar challenges: limited access to organised grassroots sport, fewer civil society structures, reduced participation and physical inactivity across ages. Football, when used non-competitively, acts as a common language that activates communities.
In the Municipality of Aristotle (Chalkidiki, Greece), local villages already organise inclusive football activities where children, parents and older citizens participate together; older residents often act as referees and volunteers. Bee All for Ball scales this proven local practice to a European level, connecting rural communities that share the same needs.
Inspired by the collective work of bees and the local identity of Chalkidiki (honey production; birthplace of Aristotle), the project promotes cooperation, balance and well-being through sport.

2) Overall Objective
To strengthen social inclusion, intergenerational cooperation and healthy lifestyles in rural communities by using grassroots football as a participatory and educational tool.

3) Specific Objectives
1. Increase participation in inclusive, non-competitive football activities in rural communities.
2. Promote intergenerational learning and volunteering through sport.
3. Raise awareness of healthy lifestyle, nutrition and well-being linked to physical activity.
4. Exchange good practices among rural communities in different European countries.
5. Co-create a simple, replicable model for community football in small municipalities.

4) Target Groups
· Children & young people (8–18)
· Parents and adults from local communities
· Older citizens (50+) as volunteers/referees/mentors
· Local grassroots football teams
· Volunteers and local civil society actors
· Rural municipalities and community organisations

[bookmark: _GoBack]We are looking for two partners coming from Rural/semi-rural organisation active in community sport, inclusion or youth work and we give priority to organisations offering mutual partnerships to their own projects.

