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PARTNERSHIP-BUILDING SEMINAR

“Inclusion – Breaking the Barriers of Social and Physical Disadvantages through Voluntary Service”
Information to potential participants

Organiser:

Association of Voluntary Service Organisations (AVSO)
Host:



Date:


9 – 12 March 2006 (4 days)

Place:


Sofia, Bulgaria
N° of participants: 

50


Targeted countries: 
EU Member States, Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey
Global aim:

Enhance the role of mobility in promoting the participation and inclusion of young people.

Objectives:

Establish partnerships between the organisations from the EU, and Pre-Accession Countries, that will trigger new volunteer exchange projects, enhancing the young peoples’ mobility and promoting their participation and inclusion in the development of civil society. 

Another important objective is the improved quality of the volunteer placements and the generating of new methodologies and approaches to better quality projects, both at national and international level. The specific objectives of the seminar are to: 
· Enable direct and personal contact between organisations serving or wanting to serve as hosting and sending organisations for long-term voluntary service;

· Raise participants’ awareness of the expectations and the needs of prospective partners and volunteers;

· Offer optional training on specific issues related to the implementation of EVS projects;

· Facilitate discussions on future cooperation strategies to open up more opportunities for transnational long-term voluntary service.

Participants:

The seminar is targeted at organisations that want to participate in the exchange of long-term volunteers (6–12 month placements). It is open to sending organisations, volunteer hosting placements and coordinating organisations (those involved in placing several volunteers in different local projects). Both organisations with experience and those with no experience can participate.

Due to the limited numbers, we can accept one participant per organisation. Umbrella organisations however, can send 2 representatives of their member organisations. The participant in the seminar should be: - 

· Directly in charge of managing the volunteer exchange (currently or in the future);

· Play a multiplier role in their organisation;

· Have thorough knowledge of their organisation to represent it at the partnership fair;

· Able to contribute to the discussions in the workshops;

· Have a reasonable command of English.

The selection of the participants by the seminar organisers will aim at achieving a good mix of participation with regards to level of experience in youth work and international cooperation, region/country, gender. 

Methodology:



Brief plenary sessions will alternate with working groups and a partnership fair, at which participants will present themselves and interact with one another for the purpose of establishing contacts. Alternative workshops will also be offered to satisfy the participants’ individual interests.

Working language: 
English is the main working language. 

Accommodation: 



Full board and accommodation will be arranged for all participants at the site of the venue. Double room accommodation will be included in the participation fee. 

Financial arrangements:

For all participants, AVSO will reimburse 70% of the travel costs on the basis of the original plane/train/bus tickets as proof. Participants shall use the most economic fares available i.e. APEX plane tickets, train 2nd class, bus.

Participation Fees:

All participants are required to pay a participation fee. The fee includes accommodation, full board and all programme-related costs. Payment upon arrival in Euro.

· € 100 for participants from the EU;

· € 80 reduced fee for AVSO members; 

· € 60 reduced fee for participants from outside the EU. 

If your organisation is interested in sending a participant to the seminar, please let us know as soon as possible, and we will send you the registration form. 
For more information please contact:

Association of Voluntary Service Organisations (AVSO)
marta.volunteer@avso.org
info@avso.org

Phone: 00 32 2 230 68 13
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