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“You can only be a
Person through
other People”

BUILDING BRIDGES:
IGNITING YOUTH ACTION
FOR UNITY IN DIVERSITY



UBUNTU
UNITED
NATIONS

With the participation
of Mr. António Guterres
(Secretary General of the
United Nations)

"Young people today are spearheading movements
for climate action, racial justice, gender equality
and so much more. You are connecting online and
on the streets, showing the power of collective
action.The pandemic has created a moment for
change; recovery is our chance to shape a better
future, and the sustainable development goals are
our roadmap. The United Nations is committed to
being your ally, as we build a more peaceful,
sustainable, just and equitable world for people
today and for generations to come. "

(António Guterres, United Nations SG in Ubuntu Leaders World E-Summit 2021)



UBUNTU UNITED NATIONS

Under the high patronage of Mr.
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (President

of the Portuguese Republic)

"The problems of poverty, inequality,
growing asymmetries in acess to work,
education and health (...) human rights,
discrimination and an increase hate
speech (...) require the mobilization of (...)
a new generation of young leaders
committed to this need of building bridges
and act together, but in diversity”



UBUNTU UNITED NATIONS

Chaired by Mr. Ramos Horta
(Nobel Peace Prize Laureate)

“We must renew our commitment to
foster dialogue, tolerance and working
towards enduring peace and stable
development (...) I encourage you to
submit your application to UBUNTU
UNITED NATIONS (...) we are counting on
you!” 



SPECIAL GUESTS

Mr. Kailash Satyarthi
(Nobel Peace Prize

Laureate)

Mrs. Leymah Gbowee
 (Nobel Peace Prize

Laureate)

Mr. Muhammad Yunus
(Nobel Peace Prize

Laureate)



The world faces multiple and complex problems: constant wars; the rise of

populism and hate speech; constant poverty; the Covid 19 pandemic and

unequal access to its vaccines; multiple environmental crisis, and widespread

violation of human rights.



Global challenges urgently require

the global mobilization of a new

generation of young leaders.

We need young leaders committed

to ethics of care, bridge-building

and servant leadership, following

the Ubuntu ethic.



The legacy of great leaders like

Nelson Mandela must be passed on

to the new generations.

Youth is inspired to commit to social

justice, to uphold human rights and

promote sustainable development.



The legacy of great leaders like

Nelson Mandela must be passed on
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promote sustainable development.



The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

are the roadmap for the mobilization of

future leaders around the world. This new

leadership will need to take further decisive

steps towards the achievement of those

goals.



"Building bridges: igniting youth action for

unity in diversity“ is the inspirational motto of

the Ubuntu United Nations edition. The

Ubuntu United Nations initiative will promote

these values and aims to achieve these

objectives, for young people and with young

people from all over the world. 



193 youth teams from all the countries
represented at the UN

3 young people per country, with a strong
commitment  to serving the common good
of their communities 

With the participation of special guests,
including Nobel Peace Prize Laureates and
other world leaders

An inter-generational dialogue between
experienced world leaders and youth
leader



Submission of applications require the following:
- registration form duly filled in; 
- 1 paragraph bio note ;
- 1 photo;
- 3-minute video. 

Applications are open at:

www.ubuntuunitednations.org

Applications from May 16 until August 30, 2021.



Three participants per country are
chosen by: 
- the Ubuntu Leaders Academy 
- the Ubuntu United Nations partners

The delegations will meet by region
to prepare for the pre-summitof the
UUN on September 26, 2021:
- Americas; 
- Africa;
- Europe and Central Asia;
- Asia and the Pacific; 
- Middle East.

Selection
process of the
youth leaders



THE THEMES

- Leading like Mandela: Peace and reconciliation 

-Building Bridges: Intercultural and Interfaith dialogue 

- Overcoming Obstacles: Overcoming poverty and social exclusion 

- Ubuntu Lives: Human Rights 

- I Have a Dream: Gender equality and Environmental protection

THE UBUNTU LEADERS ACADEMY THEMES CONNECTED WITH MAJOR
CURRENT WORLD ISSUES with Club de Madrid´s "Shared Societies"Project



HOW?

Five seminars, five hours each, on Sundays,
between October 24 and December 19.

Online, through an Internet platform. 

Bringing to the fore the Ubuntu Leaders
Academy topics and major contemporary
world issues

Inspirational guest speakers:
- One Peace Nobel Laureate as the
person of reference in each Seminar;
- One special Guest.



HOW?

Inter-generational dialogue between
experienced world leaders and youth leaders

Simultaneous translation/interpretation into
Portuguese, Spanish and French

UUN initiative to  be held every two years. 

Seminars´oficial working language: English



PROGRAM
timeline Ubuntu

theme
UN theme region Nobel peace

Laureate

October 24

November 7

November 21

December 5

December 19
International day of
Human Solidarity

United Nations Day

- Leading like
Mandela

- Building
Bridges

- Overcoming
Obstacles

- Ubuntu Lives

- I have a
Dream

- Peace and
Reconciliation

- Intercultural
dialogue

- Overcoming
poverty

- Human
Rights

- Gender
Equality and
Environmental
Crisis

- Africa/Asia

- Europe

- Asia/America

- Asia/Latin
America

- Africa/Europe

José Ramos Horta

Muhammad
Yunus

Kailash
Satyarthi 

Leymah
Gbowee

European Commission 
(Ursula Van der Leyen) - TBC

https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leymah_Gbowee


FROM MAY 16 TO
DECEMBER 19
INTERNATIONAL
DAY OF LIVING
TOGETHER IN
PEACE 

Start of
applications

NELSON
MANDELA 
DAY

Announcement of
the participants

JUL 18

Pre-summit
works 

SET 26 OCT 24

REGIONAL
DELEGATIONS
MEETING

UNITED
NATIONS DAY

Ubuntu United
Nations – Session
1/5

DEC 19

HUMAN
SOLIDARITY DAY

Ubuntu United
Nations – Session
5/5

MAY 16



an initiative: promoted by: with the support:

institucional partners:

other partners:



WHY SUPPORT THE INITIATIVE?

Assist in the launching of a global network of

young leaders, inspired by Mandela's legacy,

by servant leadership, by ethics of care and

bridge-building .

launching the network of
young leaders

establishment of a
mentoring programme

Assist in the establishment of an

intergenerational mentoring programme

- experienced world leaders with young

future leaders.

strengthen a culture of
peace

Strengthen a culture of cooperation, peace,

sustainable development and multilateralism

among young people. 



The Ubuntu Leaders
Academy and the the

Ubuntu Global Network

has engaged around 
12,000 young leaders

from more than
50 countries



The Ubuntu Global Network is an informal network of Ubuntu
Leaders Academy participants, with the aim of developing the values
of servant leadership, ethics of care and bridge-building. 

ABOUT

Gets its inspiration from world renowned persons of reference
namely, Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King, Mother Teresa of
Calcutta, Gandhi and Malala. 

The UGN/ULA was founded in 2010, in Portugal,  by IPAV (NGO), with
the support of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation.

In 2017  ULA was recognised by the European Union as awardee
under the category of the 12 best practices in youth work. In 2019 it
won the Education for Human Rights award (from the Organization
of Ibero American States).



Building bridges: igniting youth
action for unity in diversity

www.ubuntuunitednations.org


