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Call for applications
	“Solidarity with refugees”  
   PATH Studycamp, Friedland 
12.08. – 26.08.2017 in Friedland, Germany



Background

History of the Friedland reception centre

The village of Friedland became the place of the largest German refugee camp after WWII. 
The British military government set up the camp for war returnees and for German refugees that had been expelled from Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. By 1950, almost three million of them had gone through the camp. In March 1946, the British SCI branch IVSP and German students organized their first workcamp in Friedland. Out of this engagement, local volunteers founded SCI Germany. 

The camp was later declared as a “Gate to Freedom” for German homeland returnees, and (ab)used as a political symbol against communism. However, Friedland also opened the chance for a new beginning in Germany to political refugees from Hungary, Chile, Vietnam and other countries. From the 50s on, settlers with German origin passed through the camp in Friedland after many generations of life in the Soviet Union. Now, 70 years after the opening of the camp, many refugees, mainly from the Arab world, go through Friedland in their first weeks in Germany. More than four million migrants have lived in the camp over the time. 

The migration “Museum Friedland” reflects on the arrival of different refugee groups and reactions in the receiving population since WWII. It shows personal stories and explains the historical context of migrant movements according to its motto “Departure – arrival – new beginning”.

2016 study camp

Last year, the first SCI study camp after 70 years took place in Friedland. The camp group started working in the garden, engaged in workshops with the residents of the reception centre and created a short film about the life of one Syrian refugee in the camp. It is accessible through the facebook page of the Museum Friedland and in an open internet platform:

facebook.com/MuseumFriedland/videos/1646652532303712/?pnref=story
drive.google.com/open?id=0B0mZIRT5nf2qSW5DTjRvLUFYWjQ
Connection to the PATH project
The study camp is organized in the framework of the PATH project, a partnership of 13 SCI branches in Europe. The project aims to define and understand current processes of forced migration using lessons from the past. Thus, it uses historical remembrance as an inspiration for present and future peace activism. 

During other project activities, the participants have been exploring e.g. history of forced migration during the Spanish Civil War and the Yugoslav wars. Working in smaller groups, participants have been collecting stories of refugees along the theme of borders. During the study camp in Friedland we will study those stories and their historical context. 

As the study camp is the last activity of the PATH project in 2017, some volunteers will also have the task of collecting refugee stories from Friedland, connecting them with accounts from the other activities and preparing the final exhibition of the PATH project that will be presented in January 2018. 

The PATH project is described in detail on the website of the international SCI office on the page sci.ngo/PATH
Study parts

During the study camp, we will study the history of past and present forced migration in Europe, engage with witnesses of time and collect current refugee stories.
Extensive study parts shall enable participants to connect and understand migrant biographies in their historical context. One red thread to connect their accounts will be the theme of borders. Borders unite and divide groups and individuals politically, socially or psychologically. Our goal is to outline and compare the physical borders that refugees had and have to overcome on their route.  As well, we want to analyze the borders that are set between refugees and the receiving population, e.g. through isolated camps and social exclusion. Moreover, we will analyze the use and abuse of political borders, mainly to protect the “Fortress Europe”.
Creative work 
In the second week, we will explore our personal borders during intensive workshops with the migrant theatre Boat People Projekt. 
The theatre group performs intercultural plays in a refugee camp in Göttingen with refugees and German youths. Within our cooperation, we will express our understanding of borders creatively and interact with locals and refugees to discover both borders and unities between us. This personal approach reveals the ambiguous impact of borders: to divide and to unite, to hurt and to protect. We will try to draw the right borders, and overcome the wrong ones. 

Three different sets of workshops will include local and migrant children, youths and our volunteer group, and women from the reception center. Some volunteers will co-produce a short clip with the directors of the Boat People Project to reflect our experiences.

Practical work 
Our group will work in an international community garden at the outskirts of Friedland for three to four hours daily. We will prepare the garden for its future use by creating a space of exchange for visitors, constructing beds for the plants and harvesting fruits. The garden is a platform for interaction of refugees, locals and volunteers. Therefore, the group will invite refugees and other interested, and connect it to other international garden projects in Göttingen. The meaningful activity shall transcend the borders of language, origin or social status. At the end, we will celebrate an open day for all interested.
Programme/Methods:
The study parts will mainly consist of expert visits regarding the aspects of our theme of borders. A psychologist will give an introduction into the function of psychological borders such as personal space and privacy in order to sensitize us for the work with refugees. Historians and social scientists will analyze political and social borders between groups of humans from their perspectives. Also, the group will receive an account of the history of the Friedland reception center and its connection to the SCI by the “Museum Friedland”. We will process the input actively through our group works.
The creative parts will be conducted by the Boat People Projekt with workshops and good practice examples of intercultural theatre. The exercises will demand great social awareness and engagement.
The practical work will require our physical commitment, and also creativity and flexibility to improve the garden and promote the interaction with locals and refugees.
Recruitment of participants
All participants selected for this project must meet the following criteria:

· be 18 years old or older (16 years for volunteers with residence in Germany)
· be able to work in English language

· be interested in the training topics and have strong motivation to act as multiplier

· have the support (and if possible preparation for the project) of the sending organisation;

· commit to implement the learned knowledge and skills in practice back home;

· commit to report the content of the project to other activists of sending organisation;

· commit to actively participate from beginning to the end

 Financial and practical conditions of participation:
All costs of the programme in (including food, accommodation and training) will be covered by SCI Germany. Travel expenses will be covered up to €120. Only participants with a permanent residence in EU or signatory countries of the Council of Europe (Switzerland, Norway, Serbia, Macedonia, Kosovo) are able to apply. We encourage the application of volunteers with special needs. As well, refugees and asylum seekers are especially invited to the camp as far as legal grounds allow their freedom of movement. SCI attempts to support participants from discriminated or marginalized groups to join the study camp (e.g. by writing invitation letters for visa applications). Please contact us in the case that you feel unsure about your possibility or entitlement to apply for the study camp!
Travel policies
SCI encourages volunteers to travel to the camp in a comparatively eco-friendly manner by train or bus. In case that this won’t be possible for you, we ask you to recompensate the CO2-emissions of your flight using the calculus on the website atmosfair.de/en, and donating the sum of money which is equivalent to your amount of CO2 produced. Also, you can donate the same sum of money to the SCI GAIA Microgrant programme to support refugee activism mainly on the Balkan route. We can give you more information on the projects during the studycamp and also on the PATH Travel Poliy site: https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9oI02xoGrb8cnJvRmxQMVQxREk/view
Please send a receipt of the donation directly to one of the coordinators of the studycamp under one of the e-mail addresses written below latest until September, 5th, 2017. 
Accommodation

Volunteers will stay in the club house of the local football club in Friedland in a big community room. Field beds are provided. Internet access, a kitchen and sanitary facilities are available.

Contact
If you have any questions regarding the project and your application, do not hesitate to write to one of our e-mail addresses:
leonardo.pape@posteo.de, carlorfulghesu@gmail.com, alla.krinitsyna@gmail.com
We are looking forward to your application :-)
 Applications are due until May, 15th 
The application form is on the international

Camp database of SCI on the page

https://www.workcamps.info/icamps/DE-SCI/de/camp-details/camp-10984.html
Extra application form 
DE-SCI, Friedland 12.08 – 26.08.2017
Name: 



Date of birth:  
E-mail:  
Sending organisation: 

Passport number (if visa required):

What is your profession (if student state subject)? : 

What is your previous experience of voluntary work or social involvement? 

Do you have any experience in working with refugees or asylum seekers (please specify)?
Do you have any experience in working in the context of intercultural learning (please specify)?

What are your main motivations to take part in this camp?

What subjects would interest you the most during the project? What are your main expectations? 

What could you contribute to the success of the camp?

Do you already know how you wish to continue your involvement in this field in the future? Do you have any ideas for projects?

Do you think it’s possible for you to travel climate-friendly to the camp (train, bus, hitchhiking, climate-compensation when flying)? We’re going to offer you further information concerning that topic.
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