SUBJECT:
“Youth Employment in Europe: a Southern approach, a European solution”
Dear friends,

The Spanish National Agency is pleased to invite you to nominate two participants for the Seminar “Youth Employment in Europe: a Southern approach, a European solution”that will be organised by the Spanish Youth Council in Leganés (Madrid, Spain) from 17th to 21st May 2012. 

This activity will be funded by the Spanish National Agency of the Youth in Action programme. 

This activity aims to be a further step in the process initiated by the first Trio of the Dialogue Process on Youth Employment. Please find enclosed the information of the activity.  

General objective:

"To contribute to finding solutions that put an end to the serious and growing problem of youth unemployment suffered by Europe, in particular, in Southern European countries".

Specific objectives:

· To learn data and identify common elements in youth employment that may explain the high rates of youth unemployment in Southern European countries and the precarious conditions of youth employment

· To discuss and make proposals to solve the weaknesses and failures detected from the above analysis

· To discuss about how to transmit the analysis and proposals to the competent authorities, considering their level of performance, whether national or European level through the European Parliament, through Action 5.1. projects, that is through the Structured Dialogue

· To promote within the European Youth Forum, as a youth representative platform at the European level, an approach to youth employment more sensitive and closer to the reality of the South, mainly in the following issues: 

· precarity, 

· transition from education to the labour market,
· entrepreneurship. 

The required profile of the activity is as follows: 
On one hand, two representatives from each Southern Youth Council: These two people should be either responsible for the socio-economic area of the national youth council and with capacity to develop proposals to be transmitted both nationally and internationally and/or experts on youth employment in the country. There will be also a small group of representatives from the European organization of youth trade unions and enterprise organizations who can contribute as experts on the subject with their views to the discussions and proposals.
The activity will also be open to the participation of authorities on youth and / or employment from both national and European level. In this regard it is expected to involve representatives from the European Commission, the European Parliament and the European Youth Forum.

Countries involved: Spain, Portugal, Greece, Italy, Slovenia, Belgium (French-speaking), France, Cyprus, Serbia, Croatia, Malta. 

The deadline to submit the attached application form is 15h April 2012. The accommodation and meals for this activity will be funded by the Spanish National Agency of the Youth in Action programme. We kindly ask you to support the participation of your candidates by covering their travel expenses to this international TCP.

Once you have sent us your nominations and the final selection has been made, we will get in touch with them directly to ask them to answer some important questions on the situation of youth employment in their country, information that will be very useful for the proper development of the activity. 

We hope that you find this activity interesting and share with us the opinion that it can be a very useful contribution to all the work that has to be done to solve youth unemployment in Europe.

Looking forward to receiving your application forms, we send you our best regards

SEMINAR

“Youth Employment in Europe: a Southern approach,

 a European solution”

BACKGROUND

The situation of youth employment in Europe was the central theme of the first cycle of the Structured Dialogue during the Trio of Presidencies of the EU Council composed of Spain, Belgium and Hungary. The approach used by this dialogue was to identify those areas of most concern to young Europeans in this field, then make proposals to address the identified needs. It was an interesting and fruitful process, not only by the process itself participated by organized and non-organized, and decision-makers on youth issues from all the EU Member States but also by the concrete result of the adoption of a Council Resolution in this field. However, despite the positive of this, some of us, who have closely followed this process, believe that it is not enough, we need to continue deepening the discussions initiated and the proposals made, and in particular to examine more closely the reality of those countries that suffer most from the phenomenon of youth unemployment in Europe, that is, the countries of Southern Europe.

From the Spanish Youth Council we observe with concern how young people suffer from unemployment rates much higher than the already high national rate and also from most remarkable job insecurity. There is permanently news about the alarming unemployment figures that tend to provoke our deepest despair. However we intend to fight this discouragement in every possible way: we will keep improving our training, broadening our horizons in search of employment, asserting our right to have a decent job and to occupy the place that we should have in society as citizens with our rights and obligations. But we also feel obligated to seek the causes of this harsh reality that we are forced to live in. We look around at our surroundings, that is Europe, and we see that even though unemployment and the crisis are common problems for many European countries, they don’t suffer them with the same harshness than the Southern ones. The Southern European countries share a particularly negative data that show the possible existence of common elements that affect mainly youth employment and that take us away from the average employment rates in other European countries, particularly in Northern Europe. Structured Dialogue is a process that seeks common solutions to common problems on the basis of cooperation. We, the youth of the South, also need to add to all that work those other solutions that respond to our own realities, solutions that allow us to approach the European average in terms of youth employment.

And that is the basis for this project. We want to go further, deepen and complement the work done by the Structured Dialogue, adapting it to the Southern European reality. We want to know more about this reality, consider whether the common aspects are mere coincidence or if they respond to the same causes, and if these are the root causes of high youth unemployment rates in our countries, we want to find solutions and to work for them from our youth organizations and from our capacities to regenerate the society in which we live in.


Furthermore we want to do it with the support of the Youth in Action program because this program has always aimed to help young people to participate in society and in building a Europe in which we can feel an active part. Youth unemployment is clearly a European problem that requires the active participation of young people in their solution. The program itself, through its actions and its methodology based on non-formal education and on the active involvement of young people, is itself an essential element when talking about solutions, the potential of youth and the need for a European approach.


METHODOLOGY

In terms of methodology, the seminar will combine the analysis with the discussion and preparation of proposals. That is, on one hand we will have the presence of experts to provide us the data and the most significant developments in employment / youth unemployment in the region. This material will serve as the basis for the reflection, discussion and preparation of proposals. This work will be developed by the University of the Basque Country, by a researcher team. These professionals are responsible for collecting the data from the existing sources and will develop a map of reality of the countries involved in the project.

As for the analysis and preparation of proposals, in addition to the experts in the field, we will count with the presence of facilitators to help us, through dynamics, to reach agreements and design proposals taking into account the very short time we will have for all of this.

DATES: 17 to 21 May 2012

VENUE: Hotel Tryp Leganés. Av de la Universidad, 7, 28911, Leganés, Madrid

WORKING LANGUAGE: English

DRAFT PROGRAMME

Thursday - 17 May 2012

Participants arrival (preferably arriving by 17h00)

19h00 – welcome and getting to know each other

Friday – 18 May 2012

	10.00 – 11.00
	Opening Session

	11.00 – 12.00
	Presentation “Youth Employment in Southern Europe: figures and common features” (Survey carried out by the Spanish Youth Council)

	12.00 – 12.30
	Coffee-Break

	12.30 – 13.30
	Role of youth work and possible opportunities - “Tools for developing our proposals: Youth in Action; Youh on the Move; Commission Initiative on Youth Employment”

	14.00 – 16.00
	Lunch

	16.00 – 18.00
	Introduction and working groups “Causes and obstacles to youth unemployment – a local perspective”

	18.00 – 18.30
	Coffee-Break

	18.30 – 20.00
	Working groups - continuation

	21.00
	Dinner


Saturday – 19 May 2012

	09.30 –  11.00
	Plenary: Sharing the results of the working groups

	11.00 – 11.30
	Coffee-Break

	11.30 – 13.30
	Working groups - Session “Now that we know the facts, lets propose solutions” 

	13.30 – 15.30
	Lunch

	15.30 – 17.00
	Working groups - continuation

	17.00 – 17.30
	Coffee-Break

	17.30 – 18.30
	Working groups  - continuation
Free evening with dinner in Madrid

Free evening wi

	
	


Sunday – 20 May 2012

	09.30 –  11.00
	Plenary: Sharing the results of the working groups

	11.00 – 11.30
	Coffee-Break

	11.30 – 13.30
	Working groups – Action plan and what’s next (role of different stakeholders)

	13.30 – 15.30
	Lunch

	15.30 – 17.30
	Working groups - continuation

	17.30 – 18.00
	Coffee-Break

	18.00 – 19.30
	Presentation of conclusions

	19.30 – 20.00 
	Closing ceremony

	21.00
	Dinner 


Monday – 21 May 2012
Departure of participants
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