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Call for Participants

Training: The Art of Conflict Transformation

22-29 August 2009

YMCA De Glind, Province of Utrecht, The Netherlands

Deadline of application: 17th of July 2009

The Training

What is the training about?

As a youth worker/active youth you encounter conflict. This training will teach you what conflict is, how to deal with it, and how to forward this information to socially excluded youth. We are looking for 21 energetic youth workers from different backgrounds to actively participate in the training. Through experience-sharing with other participants and through exploration of personal, cultural and political similarities and differences you will learn about conflict and the different approaches to it.  Methods involved in the training are simulations, role playing, theatre and group discussion. The training has a long term objective and aims to offer tools and methods that can be used to transform conflict in your daily life. The tools and methods will be used by the participating youth workers/activists to develop an experiential workshop during the training week? The workshop will be aimed at youth from minority and/or economically marginalized groups. Since this group is a vulnerable part of society, the workshop should offer them the opportunity to participate in society and the skill to deal with confrontations and escalating conflict. 

The training is organized by non-governmental (youth) organizations from Western Europe and the Western Balkans. These regions experience different levels and types of conflict and deal with conflict in different ways, this will be used in the training to explore cultural diversity and its relation to conflict. Conflict is natural and comes with life!

Who is organizing the training?

The training is organized by Non-Governmental Organizations from seven different countries, respectively: IKV Pax Christi (The Netherlands), Fractal (Serbia), Povod (Slovenia), Youthclub Kristal (Albania), Integra (Kosovo), Jeugd en Vrede (Belgium), and Youth for Exchange and Unity (Germany). IKV Pax Christi from the Netherlands, Integra from Kosovo and Fractal from Serbia share a joint network called the Our Future Network.  The Our Future Network has played a decisive role in the creation and organization of this training. In addition, Youthclub Kristal from Albania and Povod from Slovenia are two organizations that have been active in the development of the training from the beginning. Furthermore, organizations Jeugd en Vrede from Belgium and Youth for Exchange and Unity from Germany have been added. The project is financed by the ‘Youth in Action Programme’ of the European Union. 

Which topics will be addressed and how will this be done?

The training lasts a week and consists of a couple of workshops. The workshop sessions are divided into three parts. We'll discuss conflict on a personal, interpersonal and state level. In the first training sessions, we start with a personal approach, who are you? What conflict do you experience? In the second and third part of the training we will address bigger topics up to the level where it involves the society we live in. Besides, the approaches on different levels, we'll also look at conflict from different perspectives/point of views. First we focus on understanding conflicts, second we will move on to approaches to conflict transformation and finally we will address how to help others in dealing with conflict. Knowledge will be shared through discussion, interactive presentations, role playing, simulation, etc.

What will participants have to do?

It is expected that the participants attend the training, but also to work on follow-up activities. The training will bring people from Slovenia, Kosovo, Germany, Serbia, Albania, Belgium and the Netherlands together. From each country 3 participants will be selected. Besides attending the training and follow-up activities, we ask participants to prepare for the training through fun assignments given by the trainers in advance. This way you will get to know the other participants and get a better picture of what the training is going to be about. Further information will be provided in advance through an information package including logistic schedules and practical information. 

Follow-up activities are compulsory for participants. Participants are to give athree workshops about conflict transformation. The workshop will be aimed at youth from minority and/or economically marginalized groups, since these are the groups which often suffer the most from conflict.  The workshop itself will be developed during the last two days of the training. Furthermore every participant is expected to write a report on the training and publish it on the website of his or her organization.

When will the training take place and where?

The training will be from Saturday 22 till Saturday 29 of August 2009. On Saturday the 22nd the training will start late in the afternoon. Departure day will be the 29th of August. 

The training will take place in YMCA De Glind near the city of Amersfoort (province of Utrecht) in The Netherlands. Curious, see: http://www.ymcadeglind.nl/.
What expenses will be covered and how much will the training cost?

All costs concerning travel costs (from door to door), food, and lodging will be covered. A personal contribution fee of 125 euros is requested from Dutch participants. 

What are the requirements to attend this training? 
The training will be in English, so you should have advanced knowledge of this language. Furthermore we look for active youth and youth workers, this means you should have some experience in an organization dealing with youth. We are looking for motivated participants who are prepared to engage in follow up and who are interested in dealing with conflict. As this training is a joint initiative of the Our Future Network, preference will be given to members of the Our Future Network. If you are interested in participating in the training week, please fill out the application form below and send it before the 1st of June 2009 to: IKV Pax Christi, Linda Schevers through schevers@ikvpaxchristi.nl. 
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Application form

Training: The Art of Conflict Transformation

22-29 August 2009

YMCA De Glind, Province of Utrecht, The Netherlands

Deadline of application: 17th of July 2009
1. Personal Data

1. Name(s) and surname (as in passport):

2. Date and place of birth:


3. Sex


4. Living address,  postal code & town:


5. Country of residence

  
6. E-mail address:


7. Home telephone number:


8. Mobile number:


9. Passport number and date of expiry:


10. Emergency contact person, type of relation (e.g. mother, partner) & his or her phone number:


11. Specific dietary needs & allergies (if applicable):


12. Special needs or circumstances the organisers should know about? (e.g. disability etc) (if applicable)? 

Please attach your CV.

2. Motivation

Please answer the following questions:

a) To which organization are your  connected and what is your role in this organization? Please specify how much time you invest in the organization’s activities  (max.100 words)

b) What is the latest youth project you worked on? (max. 100 words)

c) What is your motivation to apply for this training? (max. 300 words) 

d) What knowledge do you have about conflicts both on a personal level as on a societal level? (study, other trainings you attended for example) (max. 100 words)
e) How can and will you use the knowledge about conflict in your youth work/activism?(max.200 words)
3. Checklist

· Deadline to hand in the application form: 17 July 2009

· Hand in your C.V. together with the application form (do not forget to mention in your C.V. relevant courses, trainings and activities; your language skills and hobbies and interests) 

· Please send the application form and C.V. to Geert Luteijn, geertluteijn@hotmail.com
· If you still have questions about the training please address them to Ariane Nooteboom (e-mail: A.S.Nooteboom@gmail.com, telephone: +49 176 78 401404)









Place for photo

















Female / Male*        *Please erase the answer that does not apply.























































































































