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“Responsible Citizen - Acting In Society for Promotion of Intercultural Dialogue and Human Rights”

International Youth Convention 

August 7-22, 2008 (travel days excluded)

Germany
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PLEASE NOTE: Deadline for applications must strictly be: 

Friday 4, July, 10.00 CET

Dear Friends,

The time for the biggest annual event of Youth for Exchange and Understanding (YEU) has come finally, thus let us invite you to participate in the International Youth Convention “RESPONSIBLE CITIZEN - ACTING IN SOCIETY FOR PROMOTION OF INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE AND HUMAN RIGHTS”.

Do you know that the International Youth Convention is an annual event of YEU since 1983, that it aims to focus on a certain theme/issue in order to equip young people with the skills of appreciating different points of view about it; and to encourage them to spread their fascination about such events in the wider world, and to consider the actual and possible impact of their own behaviour towards it?

This year the International Youth Convention will be hosted in Germany and it will involve 60 participants from 18 different European and Mediterranean countries. The convention will be implemented in three different locations of Germany – Würzburg, Glashagen (close to Baltic Sea), Berlin from the 7th to 22nd of August 2008 (excluding travel days).

While organising this convention we aim to answer to the apathy of young people in a globalised and closely inter-linked culturally, politically and economically world, where the right wing extremism, xenophobia and disrespect for human rights are growing. 

If you want to know more how to participate in this event, read carefully the information below. 

If you want to see an example what the convention all about is, follow the link thinking of convention 2008? and read the reflections of the participants of convention in Azerbaijan from last year.

Organisers: Youth for Exchange and Understanding

Youth for Exchange and Understanding (YEU) is an International Non-Governmental Youth Organization established in 1986 and member of the European Youth Forum in Brussels as an INGYO. YEU looks forward to increase tolerance and awareness between different countries, cultures and traditions, and to promote a greater level of comprehension through the development of various youth activities. The main aim of YEU is to promote peace, understanding and co-operation between the young people of the world, in a spirit of respect for human rights. YEU is a non-profit making, interdenominational youth organization independent of all political affiliation, run by young people for young people by means of a democratic structure.  Visit our website for more details about YEU   www.yeu-international.org  

Our host- Youth for Exchange and Unity – Deutsche Gruppe e.V. (YEU Germany)

YEU Germany is a member organization of YEU since 1986, and is going to host the International Youth Convention for the third time since1987 and 1999. It is located in Würzburg and is a member of the municipality’s youth council and the Alliance of Civil Courage. 

YEU Germany organises international and local seminars and gives advices for building up international networks in Germany with the intention of sustainability of one’s action in society (social competence). For further information also about the convention: http://www.yeu.de. 

Aims and Objectives of the IYC 2008

We aim at creating a space where young people from Western & Eastern Europe, South-East Europe & Caucasus, Central Europe as well as Mediterranean countries can explore how to encourage young people to become more responsible and active citizens while promoting intercultural dialogue and respect for human rights. 

Concrete objectives are the following: 

· Raise awareness of our own individuality and of others; 

· Discuss / identify differences and commonalities, promote diversity;

· Develop intercultural communication skills;

· Get into the theme: what is citizenship, how it is constructed, actors and values;

· Get deeper into European citizenship on local level;

· Create overall view: the experiences and displays of active citizenship in different countries;

· Explore practical examples of active European citizenship in Germany;

· Reflect on needs of processes of youth participation;

· Make connections and reflections on human rights and intercultural dialogue in daily actions;

· Get into Action: Develop personal and group skills, knowledge and abilities;

· Act it out: Make vision of active democratic citizenship;

· Explore creative thinking, co-operation and decision-making processes. 

Approaches and Content

The convention will be based on non-formal education methods, encouraging active citizenship of young people involved, creating the global perspective of the issues covered by involving young people not only from European countries, promoting the cooperation of the young people and values of cultural diversity, democracy and respect for human rights.

Working Methods: 

1. Ice-breakers, energisers. 

2. Inputs from the local experts (governmental, NGOs) 

3. Simulations, role plays 

4. Intercultural and experiential learning 

5. Variety of visuals for thematic input 

6. Workshops prepared and run by participants 

7. Brainstorming and discussions both in village groups and in plenary. 

Follow-Up:
· The preparatory team will have a follow-up meeting immediately after the activity, to evaluate and to work on future strategies according to the results reached;

· A booklet, in English with the outcomes, will be prepared in a way that it can be used as a toolkit for similar meetings and will be published on the website;

· The participants are expected to jointly develop combined projects in the following one-year time.  

The organisers are looking for participants who:

· are preferably new but very motivated to act in their sending organisation;

· have an interest and/or prior knowledge of the topic;

· are willing to contribute to the intercultural dialogue;

· have interest in developing international youth activities;

· are between 18 and 30 years old;

· are able to work in English;

· are committed to attend for the full duration of the convention and

· are supported by their youth organisation.

Participating Countries (previewed number of participants): 
Albania (2), Azerbaijan (2), Belarus (1), Bosnia and Herzegovina (2), Cyprus (3), Egypt (2), Estonia (2), FYROM / Macedonia (1), Germany (2), Greece (3), Italy (4), Lithuania (3), Malta (3),  Poland (2), Portugal (3), Romania (3), Serbia (2), Spain (2), Tunisia (2), Turkey (2), Ukraine (2) and UK (2)
However, if your country is not on the list and you are motivated to attend the convention, do not hesitate to contact the Head Office (pc@yeu-international.org). 
Preparation of participants

Participants will contribute their personal experience and their organisation's approaches. During the exchange they will gain more insights through lectures, discussions and workshops. To work most efficiently during the convention, all participants are requested to undertake some preparation work. Some background information will be provided with the information package participants will receive. Each participant will be requested to do some homework to be shared with other participants later on. 

Facilitators
For the ones willing to be facilitators - for more details please have a look at the enclosure named “the call for facilitators”. 

For the ones who do not know but still like the sound of the word “facilitator”, here is a short explanation: 

The facilitators’ team is a group of 10 people who are conveying the daily program with their village group (7-8 participants), according to the work plan but being flexible to the group at the same time. In each group there is a couple of facilitator’s mostly one girl and one boy to keep the gender balance. Being ‘leaders’ and observers facilitators motivate people to get involved in workshops and to stimulate their creativity. The Core team takes care of the program and methodology of the workshops. The facilitator should take care of the group building and group dynamics using sufficient methods – name games, energizers, icebreaking games with the support of the Core team. Facilitators also make efforts to give space for everybody to take part in discussion especially for people who are shyer or have language problems. If necessary they help solving inside’s conflicts in groups.

Language

The working language of the convention will be English.

How will the selection be carried out?

In order to apply candidates must complete the enclosed application form; it has to be e-mailed to the Head Office (pc@yeu-international.org) before the 4th of July, 10 CET, 2008.

Participants will be selected on the basis of their applications and ensuring a balance in terms of gender, geographical region, organizational participation and cultural background. Candidates will be informed shortly after the deadline, as to whether they have been selected or not. 

Accommodation, travel and finances*
YEU will cover all costs related to accommodation, and 70% of travel costs (cheapest way) from the resident country. An enrolment fee for convention is payable by each participant in order to support the overall budget of the event. It will be deducted from the amount to be reimbursed for travel costs. 100% of visa costs will be reimbursed. 
Participation fee:
Germany, Italy, United Kingdom:  220 euros
Cyprus, Greece, Malta, Portugal, Spain: 170 euros
Estonia, Lithuania, Poland: 130 euros
Albania, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Egypt, Macedonia/ FYROM, Serbia, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, Romania: 95 euros
* the financial conditions might change as funding is not confirmed yet 

For further information please contact your National Co-ordinator or:

YEU Head Office

Jardim da Alameda

PoBox 953, 8001-911 Faro, Portugal

Tel. +351.289813061 / Fax: +351.289.813074

URL: http://yeu-international.org 
E-mail: pc@yeu-international.org 
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APPLICATION FORM FOR PARTICIPANTS

Please type or use CAPITAL letters and write legibly. If necessary, please attach an extra sheet.

I. DATA OF THE APPLICANT

Surname: 



First name:
Nationality:



Birth Date (yyyy/mm/dd): 





Sex:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female

Your working languages (please mention all languages in which you are able to work):

English  FORMCHECKBOX 

French  FORMCHECKBOX 

Russian  FORMCHECKBOX 

Spanish  FORMCHECKBOX 

German  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

Other languages (please specify):

Main profession or occupation: 

Complete address (postal address – street number, postal code, place, country)

(Note that all the correspondence will be sent to this address, so please ensure it is complete)

Address: 
Telephones (including international codes)

1. Home:




2. Work:                                      

3. Mobile:




Fax:
E-mail:




MSN:

II. INFORMATION OF THE SENDING ORGANISATION

1. Name:

Address:






Telephone:                            

Fax:



E-mail:

Contact person:



Internet Address: 

2. Please describe briefly the scope and the main activities of the YEU member / partner organisation:

3. What is your role in your sending organization?
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III. PRACTICAL ISSUES

1. If you are accepted as a participant on this event, will you require assistance in obtaining a visa for Germany? 
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, please indicate:

Date of birth (yyyy/mm/dd):                       

Passport No.:                                         

Issued at (place):

Date of issue (date) (yyyy/mm/dd):                                                                          

Date of expiry (yyyy/mm/dd):

Phone and fax numbers of the Embassy where to send the invitation:

2. Do you have any special needs or requirements (e.g. dietary, disability, etc.)? 

IV. PERSONAL MOTIVATION

1. Have you participated in any International Youth Seminars/Conventions? If so, please indicate which and when, notify if they were organised by YEU.
2. What is your motivation for taking part in this event? 
3. How did you obtain this application form?

Date: __________ 
                        Signature:
_______________________

This form must be sent to the

YEU Head Office

By the 4th of July, 10 CET, 2008 at the latest.


Thank you very much!!!
YEU Head Office


PO BOX 953     8001-911 FARO, Portugal


Tel/Fax: + 351 289 813061


e-mail: pc@yeu-international.org 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.yeu-international.org/"��http://www.yeu-international.org�











