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COMMENTS 2

an advanced training course for people who 

guide and support EVS volunteers in their learning

21st – 26th of November  2006 in Cap Wörth/Velden - Austria

As you might know, in autumn 2005 the Austrian National Agency has organized a Training Course for experienced EVS mentors within Action 5.1.3., the TC COMMENTS. 

The aim of this training course was to further develop the competencies of EVS mentors, but on a higher level, as the existing Network-trainings already do. We offered them to go much more into detail of their tasks and role in EVS projects, but also to take into consideration their needs on a personal level. On the basis of the feedback and the outcome of the first training course, the content and methods of COMMENTS 2 have been adopted accordingly, in order to give support to many other organizations and so to increase the quality of EVS projects in general. 
AIM and OBJECTIVES

The overall aim of the course is still to develop EVS mentors’ competencies (knowledge, skills and attitude) required for good guidance and support of their volunteers. 

On the basis of the outcome of the first TC COMMENTS, the objectives were slightly modified: 

To reflect on and develop competencies in the guidance and support of: 

· processes of intercultural learning

· task related learning

· volunteers’ integration in the organisation

To give the chance for participants to practise skills needed for personal support of EVS volunteers.

To discover different roles EVS mentors take.

To give a possibility for participants to share their EVS practises.

TARGET GROUP

TC COMMENTS is designed for people who have experience in supporting and guiding EVS volunteers in their personal, intercultural and professional learning.

We would like to invite people, who:

…are directly and personally in contact with EVS volunteers on the hosting side. Depending from the national context they can be called “mentor”, “contact person”, “supervisor” or “tutor”.

…have supported at least 3 EVS volunteers.

…are able to communicate in English.

…have sufficient practise to share with the others.

…are not dealing only with EVS applications and paperwork.

Working Methods
We will use experiential learning, a participatory approach and make use of the participants` expertise. The trainers will act more as facilitators then as teachers.

Duration
21st to 26th of November 2006, four full working days, two days for travelling. 
	
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	Sunday

	
	
	Breakfast
	Breakfast
	Breakfast
	Breakfast
	Breakfast

	1st Morning session

9.00-11.00

Coffee and Tea

11.00-11.30

2nd Morning session

11.30- 13.00
	
	Introductions 

Expectations 
	The challenge of intercultural learning 


	Giving personal support to EVS volunteers 


	Open Learning Space
	Departure

	
	
	Coffee and Tea
	Coffee and Tea
	Coffee and Tea
	Coffee and Tea
	

	
	
	What resources do we have in the group? 

Organisational experience 


	Integration of the volunteer in the hosting organisation 
	Summary and an overview of the different aspects of the support

Reflection groups
	Open Learning Space
	

	13.00
	
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	

	1st Afternoon session

15.00-16.30

Coffee 

16.30- 17.00

2nd Afternoon session

17.00-18.30

Reflection groups

18.30
	Arrival


	Exploring roles of support person 


	Guiding the process of task-related learning
	Free afternoon


	Youth In Action


	

	
	
	Coffee and Tea
	Coffee and Tea
	
	Coffee and Tea
	

	
	
	Competencies of the support person 

Reflection groups 
	Guiding the process of task-related learning 

Reflection groups
	
	Evaluation of the course
	

	19.00
	Dinner
	Dinner
	Dinner
	Dinner out
	Dinner
	

	
	Short evening program


	International Evening 
	Free evening
	Free evening
	Farewell party
	


Venue

The training course will take place in the South of Austria at the „Cap Wörth“ Youth hostel, which is located right next to one of Austria’s biggest lakes, the Wörthersee.  

Address of the venue:
Cap Wörth
Seecorso 37-39

9220 Velden

Tel.  +43-4274-264611

Fax  +43-4274-264620
http://www.oejhv.or.at/quartier/9220/9220.htm
More information on the city of Velden you can find at http://www.velden.at/ (information available in English, German or Italian).

Trainers

Monika Kezaite (Lithuania), Kees Hoogendoorn (The Netherlands), Jarkko Soininen (Finland)

Trainers fees and travel costs

Food, accommodation and trainers fees will be paid by the Austrian NA, Sending NAs are asked to pay for the international travel costs of their participants. 

Practical information

NAs are invited to look for participants and hand in up to 5 applications by 19th of October 2006.  We will select participants and inform participating NAs about the results by 20th of October.
Participants are expected to arrive on 21st of November to Klagenfurt airport (not Vienna airport). More details on how to get to the venue of the seminar, will be send in time to confirmed participants. 
If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact:

NA Youth Austria, Markus Krajasich, +43-1-5327997-24, 

e-mail: krajasich@youth4europe.at
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