International training course No Offence II   
 


01 – 07 October 2006

The National Agency of the YOUTH Programme in the United Kingdom, CONNECT YOUTH, in co-operation with the SALTO Resource Centre on Inclusion
A Training Course for youth workers, peer educators, probation service officers, and arts practitioners working with young people at risk about how to use the European Voluntary Service (within the frame of the European YOUTH Programme -EYP) as a way of expanding the European network of people working with this specific target group.  In this context, young people at risk includes: ex prisoners or young people who are likely to commit a criminal offence and/or are known by the police or the criminal rehabilitation services.

Dates & Venue

· This course will take place in the United Kingdom from 1st till 7th of October 2006.  The Venues will be Leeds and London
Aims

The National Agency of the United Kingdom/SALTO Resource Centre on Inclusion:  No Offence Training Course II aims to increase the use of European Voluntary Service (EVS) projects (in the frame of the European YOUTH programme) in the work with young ex-offenders, young people in community service and young people at risk of offending.

In order to reach this aim, the following provisional objectives are put forward: 

· Bringing together (youth) workers & organisations working with the target group and to exchange working practices with the idea of exploring issues around the notion of Social Inclusion. 
· Exploring the possibilities and benefits of European Voluntary Service and, to a lesser extend, Youth Initiatives projects within the frame of the European YOUTH programme as a practice to engage more young people from this specific target group.  
· Developing project management skills in setting up international Voluntary Service projects (YOUTH Programme) with young people at risk of offending, young ex-offenders and young people in prison. 
· Working on partnerships and increasing the concrete follow-up projects with partners from the course or others - and multiplying the skills and knowledge gained at the course (e.g. set up projects, cooperation with the NA, spread information, etc) 
· Documenting the outcomes of the course in the toolbox for use by other youth workers working with young ex-offenders, young people who are currently in prison and youth at risk.
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Target Group

For the TC No Offence II are 15 places available for participants, selected according to the criteria below. 

Participants at the TC No Offence should be:
· Working directly with young people at risk, i.e. ex prisoners or young people who are likely to commit a criminal offence and/or are known by the police or the criminal rehabilitation services.  They can be youth or social workers, educators, police, prison staff, arts practitioners and others who are working with/organising projects for the target group (regardless if this is on voluntary or paid basis) 
· It is equally important that their organisations have an interest and also the possibility to set up European Voluntary Service projects and cooperation activities after the course - either with participants from the course, with the National Agency or other partner organisations. 
· Participants need to have a good working knowledge of English, the working language of the course. 
· Also it is imperative that they are available to attend the full duration of the course and are willing to participate into a follow-up questionnaire 6 months after the training course.

Team of Trainers

The team of trainers is composed of 3 trainers plus UK’s National Agency and SALTO Resource Centre on Inclusion who:  

· Understands the reality of young people with a criminal background and young offenders, youth delinquency AND already works in this sector (or have worked in the recent past) 
· Has knowledge of the different European YOUTH programme actions, and more in specific of European Voluntary Service projects and is familiar in setting up international (YOUTH programme) projects with young people 
· Contains experienced trainers with international/intercultural groups AND is skilled in non-formal learning methods and group dynamics
Based on these criteria, the course has a balanced team in terms of variety of experience, skills, geography and gender.
· Claire Brown (UK) 

· Ully Enn (EE) 

· Paul Kloosterman (NL)

^^ Top ^^

Methodology

Since learning by doing is one of the most efficient ways of learning, the course concept will be conceived in a way that allows active participation and exchange between participants. It will be built on participants' own experience, from real life or simulations, and work on concrete projects for the future. The training course will also draw upon the experience from external practitioners and lecturers on topics related to youth delinquency issues and/or the YOUTH programme. The methods used are non-formal learning-based methods.

Programme Elements

· To determine the benefits and the use of European Voluntary Service projects within the frame of the YOUTH programme, with young ex-offenders, offenders who are currently in prison or youth at risk of offending 
· To explore the ways participation in European Voluntary Service projects (within the frame of the YOUTH programme) could benefit the personal pathway of young ex-offenders, offenders who are currently in prison or youth at risk of offending, including:
- exploring the educational approach in project work
- exploring the potential added value of international projects and mobility opportunities
- exploring the benefits and importance of the follow-up process 
· To develop ideas on how to motivate and stimulate this specific target group to take the initial step in to EVS projects of the YOUTH programme 
· To collect ideas on how to build supportive environment for these type of projects, including
- ways to convince the hierarchies of the organisation (e.g. board, boss) to engage for this kind of projects; 
- methods and strategies to influence governments and other hierarchies to support realisation of projects with this target group in YOUTH programme 
· To explore different elements of project management and risk assessment/management with a specific focus on this target group within the frame of YOUTH programme activities 
· To develop understanding of potential obstacles against including young offenders or those at risk of offending in EVS projects of the YOUTH programme and possible ways to overcome these 
· To start development of future European Voluntary Service project ideas to be realised in YOUTH programme.
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Practicalities

· Participants from a YOUTH Programme country (15 EU countries, Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Bulgaria, Romania & Turkey) should approach their National Agencies fro the European Youth Programme for international travel costs to be covered 

· A participation fee of 50 Euro is requested by the UK’s National Agency, Connect Youth 
· Programme costs, food and accommodation are covered by Connect YOUTH 

· Working Language: (international) English 
· Persons from minority groups or with a disability are encouraged to apply!

Application and Selection Procedure

· There are 15 places available for participants
· Participants can apply from any Programme country
· Previous unsuccessful applicants to the No Offence Training Course in Belgium earlier this year are encouraged to apply again. However, applications are open to any interested individual and/or organisation willing to consider working with this target group and within the remit of the European Youth Programme
· Applications should be completed and submitted by 25th August to the National Agency for the European Youth Programme in your country for pre-selection (http://ec.europa.eu/youth/program/natage_en.html#natagen)  
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