GUIDE TO EXPERIENTIAL

EDUCATION IN RURAL AREA
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TYPES OF EDUCATION T Tt

Formal education delivered to learners by authority of
the trained pedagogue in a systematic and intentional
manner. It usually takes place within an institution like
school, university and etc.

Non-formal education takes places out5|de the establlshed
formal system. It is organized from activities with planned
learning aims though is based on voluntarism, self-directed
motivation by learners, it benefits from peer-learning.

Informal learning is a life-long process that happens
naturally from daily experiences in surrounding environment.
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What is
Experiential Education then?
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utilizes its tools in the same time Experiential education is much & ‘:}._{ : .:_L‘...‘. el

about the direct, practical experience in which learners and =" = 5 "t@;‘;g;’#,} o oy i
educators engage purposefully to gain skills and be able to reflect i’ e > B I
on the process and outcomes. &, &




RURAL CONTEXT

Rural context is extremely abundant with experiential education resources.
Ethno-cultural heritage, countryside household activity, natural conditions
can all become the sources for various learning effects and instruments for
educators to design practical programs.

Given the often outdoor format of activity, experiential education in rural
area can be wholesome for the mental and physical condition of the learner.
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Terra Incognita project utilizes the resources of the countryside to achieve
experiential learning effects on participants while at the same moment
popularizing rural as a source of vast layer of cultural and practical knowledge.
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Experiential education can be a driving force for the rural community development.
Different experiential programs can be designed through uncovering and utilizing

local potential (e.g. history, folklore, crafts, customs, food) that leads to stimaulation
of entrepreneurship, especially of non-agricultural format.

“- & . - 2 s . ; - |

. = = 3 4 == B | J B s & o3

* = 3 g = = ‘ i85 B i e

o : : = . 1 e - T
E = <. i =2 4 i s

3 5 e | & F ‘ B = = g
~F h . 2 i it w ey : ; - &
5 . = e oo i ) ’ ; e P g : &

Experiential education can give a boost to incoming rural toursim. Besides
different workshops, outdoor tours, cultural exchange, etc. local population
can offer to participants of experiential programs food and lodging.

, Such economic activity has a considerable social effect as pushes people to
collaborate and lets them create added value from resources they would not
otherwise have opportunity to use. People start to see prospects rather than

=4 limits in own rural environment.
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Workshon on loaf
and cake baking

¥4y, and fresh bread.

This is Svitlana. She’s a teacher in the
local school in Stina village.

On the Terra Incognita project she
tried on her new role - a workshop
leader on baking of traditional cakes
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Workshop on honey-making
and wax candles production

This is Viktor and Sanja.
Viktor is a local honey
maker in Stina and Sanja
came for the project from
Croatia. Both they
organized a workshop on
production of items

from honey wax.



AN\
\ ‘\ o
1 g - . 4 [
4 { - i
| - ",-
S\. o :' x«"! ' VA
. f 1 o A .’I Y
il £

This is Anatoliy. He runs a carpentry
manufacture in the neighbouring
village with an attached exposition
of wooden goods and tools.

During the Terra Incognita project
Anatoliy hosted practical workshops
so everyone could leave his place
with a self-made wooden spoon

or a plate.




The experiential programs were largely
elaborated and run during the Terra Incognita
project by local youngsters who were happy
to present own village to guests.

In return youngsters improved own
leadership and management skills.

1L ocal youngsters creating
the learning process



EDUCATION

There are several factors that better be present inthe |
rural community for the development of the experlentlal )

s
education programmes: _ \ &
w111

Active individuals interested in development of incoming rural tourism moved by
local patriotic feelings and entrepreneurral spirit. Involved and empowered youth;
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Institutional capacrty in form of civic assocratlons cuIturaI establrshments (e.g. a
house of culture) and educational institutions (e.g. a school);
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Cross- sectorral cooperation especially between villagers and local authorities,
engagement of local entrepreneurs. CoIIaboratlve behaviour among individuals.
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Presence of individuals wielding hlstorlc memory and cultural knowledge, skills
of traditional crafts, etc. Readiness and mterest of these people in sharing this.




ECO-CENTER
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Launched as a center for non-formal and experiential education ,

in the topic of environment and sustainable construction in 2016
today Eco-Center in Stina runs numerous initiatives in the youth
work field, heritage preservation, art and intercultural dialogue.

One of the fundamental principles of the Eco-Center is to stimulate
partnership with the local community and cross-learn from one
another mixing urban and rural approaches.

On the Terra Incognita project Eco-Center uncovered and promoted
local traditional knowledge utilizing experiential education.
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Established in 1995, Eco Centre Latinovac has hosted many
educational programs, cooperative projects, and volunteer
initiatives in the areas of mediation and conflict resolution,
environmental awareness, and the preservation and promotion
of cultural traditions and heritage.

Eko Centar team is specifically dedicated to learning from

nature’s rhythms and systems as the main base or model for
work. Eko Centar promotes organic agriculture, builds
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awareness for biodegradable materials and waste management,

as well as practices to utilize our natural surroundings while

understanding and preserving delicate balance with nature.
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Ilustrative civic |n|t|at|ve. e
Innovator’s \/alley

Innovator S VaIIey IS the flrst coIIaboratlon space created in nature
which is historically and culturally interesting as well. The shabby |
buildings have been renovated to increase their usage for the P AR
educational and residential purposes. ‘5@0
The economic activity is very low in the local community aggrevated ¥E "gf's?’g‘_; e
with social problems. Thus, active, innovative and determined people g
with lots of ideas are necessary in terms of uncovering and exploiting @

local potential. The focus directions for the Innovator’s Valley are

social entrepreneurship, non-formal education and apprenticeships

of soually vulnerable youth
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