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Press Release


Press Conference
Thu 20/1/2005 at 10.30 am
Faculty Club, Leuven, Belgium


Bridges for Recognition
is a European event aiming to stimulate the recognition of youth work and the recognition of competences gained through youth activities. Bridges for Recognition takes place from 19-23 January 2005 in Leuven, Belgium

Bridges is organised by SALTO-YOUTH.net
 on behalf of the European Commission, in co-operation with the Council of Europe, the European Youth Forum and the Flemish Community of Belgium.
Bridges is a three day programme to facilitate an exchange of good practices in the field of recognition and validation of young people’s skills and competences, to discuss needs and obstacles towards recognition of youth work, and most of all to develop ways forward to valorise youth work and young people’s potential.

Bridges brings together about 120 European and National policy makers, representatives of the labour market and of the education sector, youth workers and trainers, and National Agencies of the European YOUTH Programme.

Bridges is also a virtual conference. All interested people can participate in Bridges for Recognition online via the Bridges Virtual Community or via a Webcam connection. Read more under www.SALTO-YOUTH.net/BridgesForRecognition/

More information about Bridges as well as a dedicated Press Page is available online  www.SALTO-YOUTH.net/BridgesForRecognition/

Bridges for Recognition - Press Conference 
Press and media are invited to a Press Conference at Bridges for Recognition on Thursday 20 January 2005 10.30 am at the Faculty Club, Leuven, Belgium with possibility to interview:

· Pierre Mairesse (Acting Director Youth, Civil Society, Communication, Directorate-General Education and Culture, European Commission)

· Peter Lauritzen (Deputy to the Director of Youth and Sports, Council of Europe)
· Bettina Schwarzmayr (Vice-President of the European Youth Forum)
· Tony Geudens (Event Manager Bridges for Recognition, SALTO-YOUTH.net)

· Egemen Özyay (young person for whom a Youth Activity changed his life)

All these people will be speaking during the opening session of Bridges for Recognition on Thursday 20 January 2005 from 09.00 till 10.30 am, which you are welcome to join.

Bridges for Recognition - Background 
Almost half of the 75 million young people in Europe (between 15-25) actively participate in a wide variety of organisations and associations (youth, cultural, sports, religious…)
. Through participation in youth activities or taking on responsibilities within these organisations, young people gain valuable skills and competences.

· Politicians realise that people don’t only learn in schools but also in youth work

· Schools are diversifying their methods and get inspired by non-formal learning

· Employers are looking for competencies which are explored in youth activities

· Youth workers realise that they can make a contribution to the knowledge society
· Young people want to take advantage of the competences they gained

Many recognition procedures have been set up by a variety of organisations and institutions to make the learning from youth activities visible - in order to transfer these competencies into formal education, to find a job or to get to know and develop oneself: 
· e.g. Finnish young people can record all their youth activities and what they learned in a Recreational Activity Booklet, signed by the youth worker, and get credits for it in some schools

· e.g. every French citizen has the right to have their competence profile measured in an accredited centre and use this to find a job

· e.g. the Council of Europe is working on a Youth Worker Portfolio to document youth workers’ experiences and achievements against predetermined quality standards.

Representatives of these and other Recognition procedures are present at Bridges for Recognition and are available for more information.

� SALTO-YOUTH.net is a resource structure of the European YOUTH programme. For information about the YOUTH programme, please have a look at � HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/youth/program/index_en.html" ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/youth/program/index_en.html�


� Eurobarometer 2003.1 from�http://europa.eu.int/comm/youth/doc/publ/summary_young_people_in_the_candidate_countries_en.pdf
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