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· Short glance on the Forum Opening, Thursday 12 October 2006:
Welcome and getting to know – some impressions

Put together a certain number of experts and practitioners in the field of social inclusion, invite them to a medival venue in Northern Belgium and what do you get? Right, a promising start to the SALTO Youth Inclusion Forum! Guided by open fires outside of the “Elzenveld”; more than 60 people already found their way from all corners of Europe to the charming building which once used to be a hospital and monastery. Grimly old bishops and respectful founders of the place look on the youth workers, National Agency officers and EU institutionals which gathered here. “Could you tell me where to find the reception, please?” - “Go to Jesus and turn left!” are first pieces of communication that can be picked up while participants of the Forum make themselves familiar with the environment.

At a “life-cooked” buffet people started to get into first contact, had a glass of wine and get to know each other supported by a “human Bingo” game. Tony Geudens from the SALTO Inclusion Resource Centre welcomed everybody to Antwerp, and referred to the welcome pack which every participant got: “Inclusion Forum is like sex – the more you put in, the more you get out” – and this is exactly what he asked the participants for. More tomorrow!
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