B TOTEM Trainer's perspective

Two trainers of the TOTEM training course, Miguel Angel Garcia from Spain and Roy Abou
Habib from Lebanon, give us their impression of the Second TOTEM Seminar, which took
place in El Minya, Upper Egypt, in November 2005.

Roy Abou Habib

.” fter @ bong trip THAT LASTED 8 months, the fe
Incliang wiherne very hagey to reel dgaen 0 Egypl,
El Minia 10 work on the building af their second
TOTEM Tramang. ™
“This e, there wis & nesw situation and 11 15 the parspa-
tsn of the wise man {chief of the tribe) dunng the whole
consirechion. Each Indan has s own Character and his own
woay of doing and the five Indians phes the chief were working
so hard, spending lots of time trging to find the best shape of
the TOTEM: someinmes if was A5y, SOMMEeTmEs i was harder,
Each Inchan Irvved this expenente diffmpp tthye A5 & Jumior Indian,
I went through rmany Evels somehimes | was confused, Lome-
times | was hapgy, there were momenis of anger, stress and
alsa frustration, othéer moments where Tull of joy and fun, Al
Indhians, along with the chef, weere working for the sake of the
TOTEM Traming, When the final product was accomphshed,
some af therm whene hagpy, some nol, Personally, | am satis-
foedd v | think that this expenence was helpful for the future
TOTER constructson i Poland, ™

Miguel Angel
Garcia

'] he TOTEM 2nd Serminar lead me further,. My tnp to
El Minga could be a metaphor of the phases and
‘|{'|}I||'|:]'3. I god duning the Semmar, Tram - negular
speed and stabibity: reconnectng the community, iIntroduction,
Flang |I:_':-$-|=.Ir'll;'| at I|'|II'II:|‘:-. from abowe, wath a Certasmn P S
te: Evaluation of the préevious phase, Eurckded today 5000
podiical developments s Egypl... Four hours in the megdle ol
the night waiting along in the platform of the train station
“discormfart”, decovery and challendges: imimerison, gender,
conifhct, religion, participants workshops and takmdg the
train agam 1o look aheasd 1!:::-er1w-|.|p_ eealuatean and sntroductson of the next phase,”
“The dafference between a toure] and a traeeler, amdng othér thindgs, 5 that the traveber does not plan the way back home, 10 i
probably the Sarme m lenms af lear ming: a certain nsk, challenge and adwenivee 15 negded, Back home | am Somehow somewhens
else and certainly richer.”
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