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B TOTEM Participant’s perspective

Participants of the Second TOTEM seminar in El Minya, Eqypt, describe their impressions
of the immersion day’— an activity of the training course where they spend an entire
day, in groups of three, with a local non-governmental organisations, experiencing local
realities, learning from the field and sharing their own skills. The aim is to put partici-
pants in direct contact with the local community through NGOs, who often act as the
direct channels to the local population.
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Acdva, from lsrael, spent o day with an
MGD called "Egyptian Future Youth
Foundation' (EFYF).

“Thie partiogants i e ofganizabon ank
wiluniEers and thesy do that because of a
much Begger gain than money, they el
CHCRA M A TCNA] apenence. thiy get 10 et
different peophe, cultures and traditons
and of course a lot of knowdedge

I,E‘ll' FARATR 3008 - @ - DURCMID MACEIRI

Wi spend e wath the OrganSEIon mMem-
b at thes affices, wisited the Cify Frarket,
had a tradhtional lunch followed by @ sail on
A Feucca Wie had the chanoe to talk 0 our
ei-chiny colleagues, formally and infonmmal-
b 1o bet the barmers down and really
plid ek

Ths coean™ descrbe I_’u’{‘lﬂhlr'll'._l W fineg
earned, and §am ndt sune that our Teslings
can e dessonbed vwell enough in fims vt
Bt | can Siy ihat we hgd an amanng kear-
ming capenence. |t was pamcularty mnienes-
g 1o kearm about the organisatons
UL vy O Iookiind a1 youth work,”

Barbara, from Austria, spent her
‘immersion day’ with the “Good-
shepard Assodation’, which runs sewe-

ral community centres all ower El
Minya, one of which is located in the
village of Ibouna,

“ Ity IFTHETRON iy CARBRRCEMNE Py ST
Do, The ASSooabon i Th ASSoCaion 5
werking i many fiehds. | was especially tou-
chied By the contact wath the local comenu-
ity The kids 2t the School vire S0 Cumsys
o talk wath us e Been also Rcky 10 get



B TOTEM Participant's perspective

the cpporiunity (o visil one of the farmiles
of the wvilage, After sharing phates and
chatting with arms and kegs, il was very sur-
peising how open they weee during our
wesal. I weirs @ wery emotional and touching
EXPERENCE for me,”

g

Menna, from Eqypt, visited a project
aimed at combating woman illiteracy in
rural areas.

*Inu Pty grop, Arn from Belgiurm, kabelie from
Swencen, and me, spent the day with an NGO
wrking manly on el development and pro-
rracatars o e role of wormen i the sooty, run-
fing Several kong-termn progcts.”

"Even as an Equptian, | Telt ke 3 forsgner &
thus was iy first i 80 visit such a local corme
rraarety i e rural aneis of Bgypt -

“We met the NGOs managsr and staff and
had an guenae of ther obsecings, actvties,
B0 MAndGement Syshem. For us 1he mal e
nerge started when we wend 1o @ feld vl in
an aeed cabed “Eafr El-kady™ im the Wistem
part al El Marga, W viuted 8 class speciaksed
in Combating woméen iliberacy, | was pariou-
Larky wnbsresing 10 1alk 10 e wormen sbow
ik Frctabon 10 continue thr educaton 1o
face the challenges in their commurity,”

“They wanied 1o krgw about our culture and
rradions and asked Ann and Babele about
the condibon of women i ther espective
counties, With all the nich cubiural deersty in
our dedutaend, W agneid on how ach and
oy This mieal wars i ouF 1ong leaming epe-
rence N ihe TOTEM Sermingr ko,

ali Oktay Kog, from Turkey, spent a day
with the Coptic Evangelical Organisation
for Social Services, an NGO working to
improve the quality of life in Egyptians
villages. Through its activities, it has crea-
ted some 200 jobs.

"This NGO oets fnancal suppor from kocal
and infernatenal organsatons, Ther misson
satement can be desorbed a6 two-lold
Production and education. They help kocal
CORFTLINETNES. IN VAROUE PRto-fiopcts, irs-
tng on mcluson of kocal people. They ako
CAMY OUL & DRAIrmG pRogRamime s &5 10 miul-
tipty this chynamic, 50 the looal community can
binrg back newr dolls i thar vilages and hdp
oither prosect develop, For example, we wisited
8 furniture factory a5 well &5 8 plant and fio-
wer farm. | had the chanos 10 thbe pan in 3
workshop semed at irainmng volunieers from

afber MGOS i nearky wilages. They wene all
0 rrodieaed that they did not have arry break
fior thees i,

Rasa, from Lithuania, visited the Good
Shepard Association for Development in
El Minya, heavily imvolved in community
work, with a strong accent on inclusion
of marginalised populations.

= weas really smpressed by whal this organisa-
3 15 G, Thisy work swith (he pooe, maf-
ginalesd and nedsdest amongst the commy-
nify 10 gree thermn back (hesr human Sty by
EmpovwEnng 1hem, r["lr“1|:||:',|ng thiar paricpd-
o andd oCEl resounceEs o ongeT 10 Criate a
lomg-lasting impact.”

Zita, from Latwia, describes another cen-
tral activity of the TOTEM: leading work-
shops as a trainer,

“Leading workshops a5 a ool for leaming i
orv o thet Best 1ooks for shaping niw (raners
Thes AECESTLADES LS, RrBANErs, 10 DRESEnt Misw
skils learned in fromt of others amd 10 work
ribirdaatty of civeloging and driaang s
projects thicugh coaperation, The benefits of
these workshops wene mone than valusble: in
additon oy own experence of leading
wworkshops, | abo earmsd from cbsenang my
colieagues, and gmng them feedback and
quidhelings, for impronement. In One Sentence,
i was an unforgettable expenence,”
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