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AWARDED PROJECT : ACTION |

"Meet the history”

— understand the present — improve the future

A youth meeting for building bridges among the three cultures

Karl Luster-Haggeney, a youth worker from the Casino Youth Centre in Hamm, Northwest
Germany, organised a youth exchange between 16 young people from different Euro-
Mediterraneans countries. The purpose was to bring together young people from different
countries where the three cultures - Islam, Judaism and Christianity - are present. Aged from
15 to 22-years-old, participants from Eqypt, Israel Palestine and Spain, spent a fortnight
together tackling racism, xenophobia and discussing intercuftural leaming and how to
improve mutual respect in intercultural discourse.

b idea wirs born after participant in
TI;I'-E Salea-Yourth  Eunshided Erarning

course “let's meet the theee qul-
turgsl®  held 0 Cordoba n 2004
interculbural exchange, kearming and respect
ang than gastironony and folklone, It s one
of thie focal poants of our work n the Youth
Centad in Hamim-Pelkum, | felr cerlan, Ehal
ihis training cowrse would offer w nod only
possibilities i the internabional youth
exchuangs, but also m the mteultural work
o didnct
B owis & viry deip moving expenence 1o
meet m Cordoba 1o mam people from
other cultures beang engaged in vanous
ks of working for & enhancing the
ooeastence of the thiee cultures - Islam,
hudasam and Chrljﬂlar'lll.‘!.l. Em1a:1-makmg
wirs ¢aty and highly motnated by the
"spant of Condoba™ a5 | returned to Hamemn
I got suppoe from our municpabty and
with Khalid Bhiha, 1 found a pupd from the
high school who helped me in planiing
and reaksing the youth meeting

Together wath our parners (Lucy Takgeeh,
witam Center for Conflict Resolution

..,, BERWHTE TO5 - TUSCWID MECEPiRT

Bethlehem, Palesting, Dganit Schredber,
Deparirment of Youth and Social Actraties
Jerusalemn, lirael; Menatallah Shaher Tawdik
andd Boharmed Maber Faned, Onouba Youth
Center Cawo, Egypt; and Ouafa Kyah,

Asocnodn Colurrbangs Berapn, Span) |
agreed on the topic: "Mest the history =
wnderstand the prsent = impeowe thie futu-
e, & youth meetng for Building bridges
amang the three cultures®



B Event - 10" Anniversary OF THE BARCELONA DECLARATION Y

The core objecing was 1o explore the idea
that, whether in the past of present, the
same rehgions and cultures have ahvays
been practices in different ways and in dif-
ferent places without mesvitably Betraying
thee bsarsic values of their culture,

Wi decided 1o organtse the meeting in the
forrn of @ tent camp, This way, we would
enhance the feeling of equaklty and
connection, relatedness and  solidanty
ameong the participants and add a very spe-
cal atmosphere 1o the whole mesting,
Although August 2005, was by Tar the col-
dest and raniest Apgust SINCE Many years,
most particpants said the fent camp idea
was one of the best moments of this mee-
ting. Adter the first mght we got a lot of
blarkets from local people and could enjoy
thwe B iyt freshy air 1o the fulliasse,

The centre of all actraties was the heated
communal tent and the kitchen trader of
th wouth centre, Group work ook place in
several pailions, We had breakfast and
hunch in & youth hostel in the neighbou-
rhood. A lecal bakery offered us cakes,
which we enjoyed with hot cappuccng and
chocolate in the kitchen trader during our
coffee breaks, 50 10 some extent, we e
a5 & small village, admittedly nat complete-
by self-sufficient: the head of the near day-
care-centie did ouf complete lundry saen-
day! - washing and during rainy days, also
drying, Furthermore, a nearby parenting
support centre granted o5 free access o
their wirsless LA, 50 that we wene still
connected 1o the “word™ and to swere-
s e CEMin e,

Support from the local populaton and
ORGANBATONS wirne strong. More than 30 of
them helped us, We cooperated with
Mushm, Jewsh ard Chsian Communites
b bearn about their work and present stua-
o Local experts went out to find traces
of the cultunes, We were imated by fanmers
b gt 1o knce Bow TAMMInGg is in G rmany
bocry, The local amiens association ook us
on a stake out a1 four o'chodk In the mon
ming 50 we could expenence the awake-
ming of the nature, Other persons prosicked

us with cars or took over shulthe senices,
By colleague in the youth centre invited all
of i 1o a barbecue a1 her prvate house,
Particpants appreciated this umwarranbed
support and it created a feeling of being
wkcomed and integrated in Hamim = much
rrone than a feeling, 1o be part of 3 mee-
ting with young people from other coun-
s,

Al this formed a personal bass, on which
the discussion of more difficult and sensiti-
wi quiestions has Been possible, although in
Every Wiy It was not easy A focal poant of
the reeling was the exarmmation of natio-
nal stereatypes and the Holocaust as a part
of the hosting country’s history,

i shall nod be kept sacret that the dscus-
sion of the Holocmest Tor some paricpants
and team members was ol without
controversy. For them, wnlil our meeting,
the Holocast was an event exaggerated n
the imtenest of brsel 1 was pan of histony
and therefane not worth dealing with, We
eould nod dear oul these concerns Tor eve-
o, In onder 10 awed further conflel and
& stalemate in the dsoussion amongst par-
ticipants, wi decided 10 change o angel
o tackle this subject, According o the
notion “Who 5 notd willing 1o remermiber
abio the bad parts of history i ineatably
condermnned bo repeat them one day”, we
treated i as an ingistent example of
German history and the consequences of
racnt ieclogies and undntically transporbid
sterectypes. We learmed the importance
and necessity 1o become aware of basic
ks in Oider ned 10 be seduced by ideo-
logies that derespect humanity, A meving
moment wik a cenemony for all wictiens of
racial hate and poltical perseoution, prepa-
red by youths during the meeting and per-
Tormed in the coRcEntration camp in
Bargen-Belen. This was b particularly emo-
tional and peace-buiking moment.

Desspite the chosieniesss creabed in our " ghobal
willage=, the camg was nof free from
confhcts, But we owercame thism together
By Ining and working together, we learned
that we are never allowed 1o loose hope for

a better life together and dream of rudual
peace, Last but motl least, the “Spint of
Cordoba®™ got a sbling in the "Spwit of
Harmm ™, With this spant it was easy nol only
b waork effectively, but also to celebrate the
event of being together and 1o arrange the
common lelsune tiree, For this we apprecia-
ted the contributons of all partcipants, no
ratter whether youngster of 1earm fem-
bers. Especially from those who gave every-
thing they could and & litthe bit moee to
keep the common dream of a peaceful
Ining together of the three cultures alive

Dur effors wene rewarded when we fece-
ved a "Eurobed Youth Award® on 15
Cctober in Cairg, We wene happy about it
and take it a5 @ symbol for it 5 the only
important Awand we recened, Very grati-
feing as well, were the staternents from
b of olar partipants dunng the mesting:

“For me this youth meeting means, that
miever again | will think about Palestinians as
| had thought of them in the past.” (An
lsraehi youth in the presence of the Loed
Mayor of Hamm duning the official recep-
tian of the city of Hamm)

* Fer the first tine in my be | have the hope,
that a peace stll one day can be possible, ™
(A Palestinian youth in the final evaluation)

This youth reeting should be the first step
into a lasting partnership amang the part-
CIPATING ORGanBalions
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