B NA's perspective

From Molndal to Damascus, a story
of Syro-Nordic integration

The National A

gencies of Denmark, Estonia, Finland and

Sweden co-organised a study visit to Syria. Sara Lesch
and Delaram Hajipour, two youth workers from different
youth centres in Mélndal, South Western Sweden, spent
a week in Damascus. The objective was to give youth
workers from participating countries and Syria an oppor-
tunity to make contacts, learn about each other's daily
lives and plan future co-operation within the areg of youth
work. Here is the story of their study visit

Damascus, September 2005

%ara and Delaram swent 10 Syna to find par-
ners and to plan for futue youth exchanges,
The programime dunng the week & vy busy
and during the first few days Sara and Delararn
harchy get & chance to s Damddous at o, The
gioup conssts of about 40 weaons; Sweedes,
Finng, Estonians, Danes and Syriars, all getting to
learm rone about EU'S co-opiration programene
wath thie Medieranean negn, and what kind of
propects afe given paodty Syrian telsasion 5
here, fimang an exercise where 3l the Eurcpeans
anl Syriane ang tning 10 organse themsehes in
alphabetically, standing washout shoes on chars
placed in a crcle. This o vl 15 escalating,
"o e o move forward!™ dhouls Antl, one
of the Finrsh deliegates who thinks everyone
FIICRANG 100 Skt

“Rinkeby Swedish”

Fnally all the parbopants manage 10 hrd ther
nghl place, BverybDody thén peesents thésr oem
countries, Sara and Delarar falk about Sweden
egethr wath thi ather Swisdes-Ham, Lz ad
Jorathan, “This is what we look kke nowadays.
We come from Sowth Afrca, Chie, ran and
Fnland, Onlby Lz wead Biuslly boin in Swaigden™,
£iys Delaram,

Sara falks about “Rinkeby Sweedsh®, 5 duded
which has devetoped in a suburb of Stockholm,
Arabeg words, fuch &5 "Shoo', "alla Yala' and
Len” {hedio, hurey up, DoY) have: COME 19 Sy N
Svetdeh, Thae Symang qegghe,

Crs iy thet Qrowp vt the Red Cresoent - thi
Muskn counberpart of the Red Cross - in

Damérscus. Sara and Defaram talk about young
peopke in Sweden and about thesr work in front
of sboun fifty Synan teenagers. During these
study vaits the partopants’ ke change Trom
ong conbexd bo angther, suddenly Sara and
Delaram represent Swiden a5 a whole, After the
wisit it it fowr lunch and & sharng of thes water
pipe = shisha = wath the Red Cresgent mepreen-
Eathes 3 @ refaurant

Optimistic change

Sy o B Counkny with imany poirical peoblend and
B in 3 conslant state of emergency Decauss of &
confbcn wath lsraed whach has perssted Tor many
years, amonget other things. Meither freedom of
i o T ShClorn axnt e, Hova, Sonne
changes have taken place during the Lt few years,
and the Syrans have & ot attude towank
Friagent Bashar ARAsiad, who rubts the Country
s 3 few yoars back. “Syria has changed a ot the
List oo yiars: pebcple ane rnow open and happese™,
S Woed Dusouk, wisd sedendly meturnéd 10 Syl
after rnary years in Sweden and who now works
for the Red Cresoent

This. meww COUMIE & obvous among those we
mieet, Evenvhody seems eager 10 participate and
0o et thisr pamcn. "It would neslly be good
For thee beenagens | work wath 1 meet some of
these yoursg people. They need 1o broaden ther
VWS, Sard Sy

These arg more than 400,000 regrtered
Pabssmnian refudgies Imng n Camps in Sy, One
oy the group v & Palestirean school financed
by the UN in the Khan-el-Shih refugee camp. We
are taken intg & dassroom full of young g

Dhsaraatth (5 QR @ rorse By i Gurlwings o 3000 13-
years-0ld, and the pupls wart asking the
Europeans questions in Englsh
“What will you do when you grow up?" 2 gil
ks, T move o Synia”, Delaram angwers.
“Wehat does your Daddy do for & Inving?™ ang-
ther gl asks. "He works at a faciory™, Delaram
ameers. “How okl are you?™ And Dalaram,
who o far has managsd o keep her age 3
Secret, b 10 feveal it
O the Lt day in Damasous, Sara and Delaram
e et tha Presicient’s wite; they hane been a8
& mass wedding, attended concerts and eaten at
restauranis. They have been ntenveswed by
Syman (Eeon, wabed Mosques and made
iy ina firends, Both from Syria and the othr
Eurcpaan counines. But they have abo worked
hard, They spent a whole day in groups brair-
formreng progect ideas. The room was buzzing
with descurssaons and ceeative enengy. Delaram ini-
tated a wemndr on honournelatied wolsnde
iegether wath Ula and Bxel from the meoenthy
Tounded crpanisation Mesa Syna,
Sara and Dedararm will alsg start cooperating with
the i o Wkkeh in Finland and URENWA [Uniled
Rebef Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees) in
Syria wath the am of arganaing youth excharges.
Thasy Tosed rally plsaded wath thst il “Well, i
i actually managed o combing bag things: inje-
gration in Moindal and irtegration betwien Europe
o the: Mecche East”, 53 Sam,
JEMHY MORELLI
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