YouthFest in a nutshell for International Contacts
 
· YouthFest is a six day training programme funded by the British Council
· 45 participants from 15 countries will arrive on 16th and depart on 23rd May
· Participants are youth workers ‘by trade’ or those who engage in work with young people on a face-to-face basis
· Participants will be selected by partner organisations and will possess an ‘expertise’ or high level in one of the core themes
· Core themes: Music and Dance, Drama and Theatre, Sport & Outdoor Education, The Arts and Play
· Participants will be recruited by end of Feb and will spend time up until they arrive in May preparing for YouthFest
· Participants will spend the first 4 days of the training finalising plans for a Practice Day on 21st May
· The Practice Day on 21 May will consist of workshops based on the five core themes and will be delivered by the participants in teams of 3 and will be supported by one local ‘liaison worker
· Local ‘liaison workers’ will be drawn from local youth work organisations in and around the North West – ideally s/he will be involved in youth work, are willing and committed to supporting implementation of youthfest
· ‘Liaison workers’ will help with things like ‘derry english’, knowledge of local area, helping to recruit participants for the workshops, responding to any issues that come up on the day, advising participants on aspects of their workshops, etc, etc.
· Workshops will be open to children and young people in the following age groups: 8-11, 12-14 & 15-17 and run from 10am-1pm and 2-5pm
· There are potentially 30 workshops available for young people to attend
· Venues for youthfest are currently playhouse, mill forum, void, nerve centre and creggan country park
· There are a number of opportunities for local ‘liaison workers’ and other youth workers from across the north west to be involved in various elements of the training programme: 
· 17 May - Evening Reception with participants 
· 18 May - Intercultural meeting (come and taste local food and drink from each country, hear local music, hear about cultures); 
· 19 May – take part in the workshop that participants have planned for young people (will be held in venue of host organisation)
· 21 May – work alongside participants to help support delivery of workshops to children and young people.
