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 Louvain-la-Neuve, 14 - 20 February 2010

A world forum in the French speaking community of Belgium to promote different forms of active participation for  young people on our planet, and ways of linking these to the actions of other generations.

Promoting youth participation; a real emergency

On different continents, we can see evidence of the active involvement

of young people in their own communities. In  associations, through expression and creativity, in demonstrations, in local initiatives, in various collective movements, in social movements, etc. However, this active involvement can only be fully expressed if governments and those responsible for policy making recognize it.
This forum will be build around the idea of “positive and constructive emergency”. Its objective is not to promote the idea of impending and unavoidable catastrophe, but to value and encourage reflection, creativity and imagination, in order to invent a positive future.

The workshops at the forum will explore, in different ways, this "constructive emergency", through exchanges of analysis, practical solutions and through different forms of creative intervention in the public sphere.
The forum’s recurring theme: to promote all forms of active participation by young people.
In different places, young people are inventing their own new types of organisations but without renouncing the more traditional ones such as unions, parties, community groups, etc. They invent flexible and creative groups, using more up-to-date methods than their predecessors.

Profile of the participants 
· This forum will bring together 50 young people aged 18 to 30 already involved in the theme of  "global emergency": 14 from the French speaking Community of Belgium, 12 from Europe, 4 from Asia, 6 from Africa, 6 from Latin America and 8 from Québec

· The participants must, in some way, be involved in the themes proposed in the workshops e.g. either as an active member of a group or through some kind of responsibility in an association or through personal interest

· A basic practice of English is a condition

Themes of the workshops

1. The demands of life versus the power of money 

For the young people of today and tomorrow, independent sustainable food production constitutes an important challenge: a difficult fight against financial speculation and the privatisation of natural resources.

2. Rebel women against confinement 

All over the world, women are the hostages of armed conflicts, mafia organisations, insurgents and human traffickers. But many, both young and not so young are rebelling against this…

3. Poverty is not inevitable

Defending the right for everyone to have access to housing, health care, employment and a decent life is an obtainable objective, providing that wealth is redistributed and that social justice and well being are prioritised.

4. Let's take the media ! !

Too often, the press and the media give us a very black and white view of events without a sufficient depth of critical analysis. What has happened to the role of the written and visual press to question and challenge both on the net and in newspapers? There is to much focus on celebrities, scoops and sensational and minor incidents. It’s time for a change!
5. The right and freedom to learn
Child labour - forced or necessary, a lack of funding for education versus the enormous amount allocated to war and banks. Access to schools, higher education and the  possibility of encouraging social and geographical mobility in order to discover knowledge:  these are the challenges.
6. A world to be created

Cultural practices such as the creation of art or visiting places where culture is disseminated and expressed allows numerous young people to have access to the kind of innovation and authenticity which will inspire in them a sense of autonomy and a desire to participate and therefore help them find their place in society.

Organisation
1. Working languages:  linguistic cooperation
Workshops will be bilingual, French/English, and in some cases, Spanish as well. Nevertheless, the first language will be French with trainers proposing different  methods and means by which the participants can work together to express ideas and communicate in English and Spanish too. This point is very important and should be well thought out by the team of trainers and organisers.
The experts should be able to speak both French and English.

2. Organisation and programming of the workshops
Each participant will have to choose between 2 themes: one from the first 3 programmed  (first 2 days), the second from the 3 remaining (3rd and 4th day), according to the following schedule:

· Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th: group dynamic and work on the first 3 themes (1, 2, 3)

· Wednesday 17th and Thursday 18th: work on the 3 remaining themes (4, 5, 6)

· Friday 19th: synthesis and preparation for the evening public presentation of the results

· Saturday 20th: evaluation and closing session
3. Working process
The aim is to develop two working approaches: a cognitive one and an expressive one.

As far as the cognitive approach is concerned: during the morning sessions, experts will give their input on the theme, providing documents or other material (a video for example) where necessary. This be will be followed by a group discussion and will conclude with proposals or demands expressed by the group.

The objective of this cognitive approach is to cross-reference different opinions, fine-tune the analysis and generate questions to ask politicians and relevant social bodies.

As far as the expressive approach is concerned, the rest of the day will be devoted to  creative work using  the 2 following techniques:

· writing, in all its forms (journalistic texts, poetry, slam, rap…) and theatre (a special event, dance, performances…);

· image (work on posters, slogans, video, multimedia, e-media…)

The participants may choose one of the above.

The objective of this expressive approach is to produce performances i.e. short creations or caps. This creative work will rely on the young participant sharing their life experiences.  

Costs
Hosting and programme costs are covered by hosting NA. Travel costs can be covered by the sending National Agency of the participant (please check before applying with your National Agency, if they accept to cover the travel costs for this forum).

How to apply ?
Send your application form  to the BIJ (bij@cfwb.be) before Friday 4th of December 2009.
Questions ?
Do not hesitate to contact Anne Demeuter (anne.demeuter@cfwb.be or 32 2 227 52 71) or Thierry Dufour (thierry.dufour@cfwb.be ou 32 2 548 38 82.
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Application form
To send back to Bureau International Jeunesse (bij@cfwb.be or fax : 02 218 81 08) 

before 4 December 2009

1. Applicant
Name and surname: 
 
Complete address: 

Phone number – mobile phone: 

E-mail: 
Birthdate :

Your language knowledge level :
French:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
very good
 FORMCHECKBOX 
good
 FORMCHECKBOX 
average
 FORMCHECKBOX 
weak
 FORMCHECKBOX 
very weak
English: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
very good
 FORMCHECKBOX 
good
 FORMCHECKBOX 
average
 FORMCHECKBOX 
weak
 FORMCHECKBOX 
very weak
Spanish: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
very good
 FORMCHECKBOX 
good
 FORMCHECKBOX 
average
 FORMCHECKBOX 
weak
 FORMCHECKBOX 
very weak
2. Association or group
If you are member of an association or a group of young people, can you define its field of action: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Youth club or centre
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adult education

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cultural association
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NGO
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informal group
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please, give details)                                                               
Name of association or group: 

Complete address: 

Phone number: 
Fax: 

Website : 
E-mail : 
Can you briefly describe the activities :

What is your role/position in this association or group of young people?
3. Workshops:
Which are the themes in which you are directly or almost directly involved?

- Demands of life against money powers
 FORMCHECKBOX 

- Rebel women against confinement
 FORMCHECKBOX 

- Poverty is not inevitable
 FORMCHECKBOX 

- Let's take the media ! !
 FORMCHECKBOX 

- Right and freedom to learn
 FORMCHECKBOX 

- A world to be created
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Can you explain your involvement linked to this/these theme(s)?
4. Motivations
Why do you want to participate to this Assembly?
Faced with the emergency of a planet in poor  health, many young people are involving themselves in daily challenges to help create a better future. It’s a global emergency
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