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TC RURAL YOUTH
09. – 13. November 2009

BACKGROUND

Ever since the start of youth programmes by the EC a focus has been put on inclusion which has been perpetuated with the launch of the YOUTH IN ACTION (YiA) programme. 

The number of projects on “Rural Youth” is relatively marginal, though. 

Nevertheless, youth work in rural areas appears to be vibrant and alive – even though the needs, interests, target groups, aims, methodologies and effects on the local community differ greatly from those in cities. 

We believe, that these realities seem to be comparably underrepresented in international youth programmes, which is at the same time a big motivation, to set up this TC, which leads at the best to many projects in rural areas.   

Without any doubt, the term “rural” allows a variety of interpretations in different European countries. However, rural areas in general, imply a different >experiential environment< in many respects, than cities do - but it is exactly this diversity that enables colourful communities and the creation of dialogue, a common understanding, encounters, exchange and learning from the other. 

DATE & VENUE

Date:
 09.11. – 13.11.2009 
Venue:
Haus Walsberg, Gresten/Gaming, NÖ

	Mon, 9 th
	Tue, 10 th
	Wed, 11th
	Thu 12th
	Fri 13th

	Arrivals 
	Working day
	Working day
	Working day
	Working day

	Start after lunch
	Working day
	Working day
	Working day
	Departure after lunch


TARGET GROUP

· Youth workers, youth leader, project managers working with rural youth

· Youth from rural areas
AIMS 

· Fostering group building through a participative approach and diverse methodology

· Identification of similarities/differences of rural youth in a European context 

· Creation of a common understanding on key concepts

· Enhancement of knowledge on non-formal learning, YiA and Youthpass
· Exchange of experiences, knowledge, skills and attitudes

· Initiation of a profound discussion on essential components of rural youth work (e.g., ideology based organisations, voluntary youth work, participation, community work and networking)
· Contact Making and Project Development

CONTENT
A detailed programme will be made according to the needs of the participants
Based on prior experiences, the following elements are regarded as essential and valuable: 

· Getting to know each other / group building

· Rural Youth – definition, differences, similarities; specific conditions and requirements

· Project Initiation – What do we want to do? Why haven’t we done it yet?

· Non-formal education and international youth work (focus: YiA) 

· Project visit in rural area 

· Exchange on selected topics

· Future Action – Contact Making, Partnership Building, Visions and Project Development 

· Evaluation, Youth Pass and Rounding Off

The first part of the training will be dedicated to group building – to establish a sustainable basis for future co-operation. Subsequently the creation of a common understanding as well as an extensive exchange on the specifics of rural youth aims will play a key role for preparing further steps. Non-formal education (with focus on YiA) – in theory and practice – will provide a framework for inspiration and project development. In consequence all the inputs should lead into project development. Evaluation and rounding off marks the official ending of the course. 

METHODOLOGY

The methodological approach is consequently based on the principles of non-formal learning in general, experiential learning in particular. An emphasis will be laid on transparent, comprehensive and reflective adoption of inputs and exercises – in order to guarantee a maximum of learning. 

Moreover, a project visit provides a model for a practise-based, down-to-earth transfer of non-formal learning within the context of international youth work.

Outdoor – or other – activities represent a further possibility to enhance learning; they are not seen as essential, though. 

Theoretical inputs, relevant materials and the use of other resources (such as experts) shall foster a deeper understanding.

EVALUATION

Evaluation will be accomplished in terms of an immediate outcome evaluation – using qualitative as well as quantitave methods. 

Participants will evaluate their own experiences while using YOUTHPASS as a tool to visualise and validate one’s own learning outcomes.  


TEAM
2 Trainers (Roland Urban, second trainer to be announced)

NA staff 
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