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Why this study session?

Minorities of Europe (MoE) is a pan-European minority youth platform which seeks to support and assist the co-operation, solidarity and exchange between different minority communities and young people in Europe.

MoE’s main international activities are: training courses, study sessions, seminars, youth exchanges and other activities in which young people are involved, especially those ones from minority backgrounds.

At the European level, Minorities of Europe is particularly concerned by the following issues, as identified by the Council of Europe’s consultation on minority youth participation and other relevant European consultations specific to minority Rights in Europe:
• Active participation and involvement of minority groups and communities across Europe, in particular of young people and those communities that are at a greater disadvantage or have lesser possibilities of access to their rights.

• Understanding and respect of cultural and religious diversity as the basis for intercultural exchange and cooperation across Europe, including its spiritual dimension and inter-religious dialogue.

• Responsibility and solidarity among minority communities and among minorities and “majorities” as the basis for further social cohesion and addressing multiple forms of discrimination.

• Awareness and empowerment of groups and individuals as a way to promote and safeguard the human rights of everyone.

Since May 2005, Minorities of Europe has been building a structured network of minority youth organisations consisting of members and regional MoE Centres (consulates) across Europe and the priority areas of MoE are the Balkan and Caucasus regions.

MoE has conducted several training activities regarding conflict resolution, for example, in February 2006, as a result of co-operation between MoE and its Baltic Consulate, a Training Course entitled Conflict Management in a Multicultural Environment was organised in Ventspils, Latvia as was Take an ACT!ion for Human Trafficking Prevention in Budapest 2007 and the experience gained during these training courses will serve as the basis for the study session.

MoE is also managing an EU-funded Large Scale project For a Future to Come: Youth Work on Conflict Management, implemented together with European and South Caucasian partners (see http://future.moe-online.com). 
Taking into account previous experiences of MoE in European youth work, it has been concluded that genocide and genocide education are topics of great importance in youth work and human rights education. It has also been identified that education materials, programmes and frameworks for genocide education in European youth work are scarce. This is why MoE decided to bring together a team representing different experiences, working styles and backgrounds to work together on this project. 
Aim of the Study Session

This study session aims to provide an opportunity for participants to share experiences and explore issues of genocide and genocide education as well as to raise awareness of the topic and position genocide education within the framework of Human Rights Education. 

Objectives of the Study Session
· Creating a common ground for an enhanced understanding of genocide and genocide education

· Developing a framework for genocide education

· Raising awareness of catalysts and consequences of genocide 

· Exploring strategies and initiatives addressing consequences of genocide 

· Exploring human rights education as a tool for genocide education

· Fostering participants’ skills and knowledge on genocide education

· Developing future projects related to genocide education in European youth work 

Methodology of the study session

The course is designed to give participants the opportunity to experience and reflect upon the issues of genocide and genocide  education with young people,  whilst developing their theoretical knowledge of the issue as well understanding international human rights. The experiences, expectations and contributions of participants will be key to the programme. Case study presentations will provide a base, through non-formal education and participant-centred methodologies, from which participants can voice their opinions, concerns and ideas regarding certain scenarios and/or events as well as any other queries regarding the catalysts and consequences of such a sensitive subject. Thus, the course will be also a mutual learning situation, where contributors and participants can compare their approaches and concerns. The use of experiential methods and workshops will strengthen the practical side of the study session. 

The methods used throughout this training will be interactive and varied. They will include plenaries, group activities, individual activities and film material, amongst others, aimed at ensuring the maximum learning output for, and participation of, the participants. Moreover, the programme will be supported by inputs from experts representing academic institutions such as University of Oxford and Central European University.
Profile of participants

The study session aims at bringing together youth workers and youth leaders, both volunteers and professionals interested in genocide education.

All participants must:

· Have demonstrated interest in the topic of the study session

· Be highly motivated to participate and contribute to the study session programme as well as the implementation of follow-up activities

· Be ready and able to work as multipliers and share the outcomes of the study session with their organisations and/or communities

· Be aged between 20 and 30

· Be able to attend the programme in full

· Be able to work in English (CoE to be informed no interpretation needed)

· Reside in a Council of Europe member state

Dates, venue and working language
Dates: Arrival day – Sunday 24th May 2009, departure day – Sunday 31st May 2009 
Venue: European Youth Centre, Budapest

Working language: English

Travel reimbursement & Enrolment fee

Travel and visa expenses will be fully reimbursed. An enrolment fee of 50 Euros is payable by each participant. This amount will be deducted from the amount to be reimbursed for travel expenses. For participants with travel costs lower than 50 Euros, the difference needs to be paid to Minorities of Europe at the EYCB during the course. Please note that an individual limit set up by CoE for travel reimbursement is 350 EUR. Shall your travel costs be higher than this, please contact the study session team immediately (exceptions are possible only upon prior approval by the team). 
Application procedure and selection of participants

All those interested in attending must submit application by e-mail by March 25, 2009 to studysessiongenocide@gmail.com 
The preparatory team will select 34 participants on the basis of the profile outlined above and ensuring a balanced group (gender, geographical regions, experience, cultural backgrounds and organisations). 
The team will notify successful applicants by April 1, 2009. Please note that due to the usually high number of applicants we will only be able to inform selected participants.

Preparatory team
Maksymilian Fras, UK, MoE, Director of European Development, Course Director

Kelly Dobson, UK, MoE, Project Co-ordinator

Damjan Rehm Bogunovic, Serbia, Civic Initiatives, Project Assistant
Vanja Hamzić, Bosnia and Herzegovina, LOGOS, Project Manager
Lilit Papikyan, Armenia, World Independent Youth Union, Project Manager

Sebastian Schweitzer, Germany/Georgia, Academy for Peace and Development, Senior Programme Manager
Questions and comments

Should you have any questions or comments related to the study session, please contact Kelly Dobson at kelly@moe-online.com 
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