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INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN EXCITING, NEW COURSE!

Self-directed learning: developing new approaches 
International training course for trainers and facilitators in adult education 

from 31st March to 6th April, 2008 in Bonn, Germany

Grundtvig Reference No: DE-2008-722-001

Are you a self-directed learner? 

When we try to define one of the main roles of a trainer as being “a facilitator” the thought behind that is that participants need to be accompanied in their learning process. The ownership of the learning process is increasingly described as being in the hands of the learner. But how much does that actually happen? To what extent do facilitators take the role of following, supporting and creating space for participants who take the responsibility for their own learning? And, to add a bit of fuel to the fire: what else should trainers be doing in the process? Research backs up the belief that people learn better when they decide on what to learn, on how to learn, on when to learn and when the learning is finished. When we want to see people as responsible persons taking their lives in their hands and participating in creating their environment, ‘learning directed by others’ doesn’t really fit. Which means that the question ‘Why self-directed learning?’ maybe is not the right one. The question ‘how self-directed learning?’ might be more appropriate. And that ‘learning with others’ also has a big part to play in it all!!!  And that is what this training is about. If it fits within your self-directed learning plan, then we would be very happy to see you apply!

During the training we will look at:

· the main concepts of self-directed learning

· links between self-directed learning and the EU-defined Key Competences for Lifelong Learning

· critical approaches to evaluating learning styles

· defining the competences a self-directed learner needs

· the kinds of support required to facilitate self-directed learning

· competences needed to fulfil the role of a facilitator of learning

· relevant methods and tools 

· motivating learners to support each other

· which contexts are more or less effective for self-directed learning.

Full details about the course are to be found here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/education/trainingdatabase/index.cfm?fuseaction=DisplayCourse&cid=5873
Working language

The training course will be held in English.

Trainers

The course was developed by a multinational team of experts, adult educators, trainers and course organisers – all members of the new European educational network UNIQUE. Trainers will be Paul Kloosterman, Italy, Mark Taylor, Belgium and Sonja Čandek, Slovenia.

Place/Accommodation

Set conveniently next to the tram line to the centre of Bonn, the venue is a purpose-built educational centre, with superior accommodation and great food. Bonn itself has a host of attractions to learn about (in a self-directed way, of course!) and participants will be provided with sufficient information to find their way.

Course costs

Participation fee 

750 EUR

Accommodation and meals 
480 EUR

Training grant

Persons interested in participating in this course may receive an individual grant up to 1.500 EUR from the European Commission within the EU-programme Socrates Grundtvig 3. Applicants may come from the following countries: EU member states (except Germany!), Turkey, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway.

1. Before applying for the grant you have to pre-register at the organizer IKAB e.V. training@ikab.de as soon as possible. If your profile fits the envisaged group of participants, we will immediately confirm your registration. Places will be confirmed on a first come, first served basis.

2. With the confirmation letter you can approach your respective National Agency (to find under http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/llp/national_en.html). 

There you can get the “LIFELONG LEARNING PROGRAMME GRUNDTVIG, IN-SERVICE TRAINING GRANTS FOR ADULT EDUCTION STAFF, APPLICATION FORM 2007” where you have to fill in the data about you, your organisation and the training course. 

Please refer to the Grundtvig 3 course database, the reference number for this training course is DE-2008-722-001.  
Candidates should keep the organizer IKAB e.V. directly informed about their grant situation.

Registration

To register fill out the attached application form (as well available on our website www.ikab.de) and send it to us as soon as possible. Please take into consideration that the DEADLINE for applications to your National Agency for a Grundtvig grant is 31st October, 2007.

For more information contact:

Mrs Heidrun Boetzel 

IKAB e.V.

Poppelsdorfer Allee 92

53115 Bonn / Germany
E-mail: training@ikab.de
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