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The SALTO-YOUTH Eastern Europe and Caucasus Resource Centre

Support and Advance Learning and Training Opportunities (SALTO-YOUTH) network within the YOUTH
programme was created by the turopean Commission in the year 2000.

SALTO-YOUTH supports quality development in European YOUTH projects. It organizes training courses
and shares resources with European youth workers on different priority areas {geographic or thematic).

SALTO-YOUTH Networg consisting of 8 SALTO Resource Centres, based within different National Agencies
of the YOUTH programme. More information on = www.salto-youth.net

The SALTO-YOUTH Castern Lurope and Caucasus Resource Centre was established in Warsaw, Poland,
in October 2003, on basis of the European Commission decision.

The aims of the EECA Resource Centre:
Ta raise visidllity and awareness of the YOUTH programme opportunities within the Eastern Europe and Caucasus region
To provide support and expertise to National Agencies of the YOUTH programme by contributing te eventspremoting
cooperation with the EECA region
To promote International Co-operation with EECA Partner Countries
To support project organisers in the development of contacts, partnerships and projects

SALTO-YOUTH EECA RC organises:

TRAINING EVENTS - focus on development of skills, project management and an understanding

of YOUTH programme Actions and of non-formal education

DEVELOPMENTAL ACTIVITIES - contact making seminars and study visits aimed at building
long-lasting partnerships between organisations from EECA and Programme countries

INFORMATION ACTIVITIES - enabling organisations from EECA partner Countries to have easy

access to the YOUTH programme and promoting co-operation with counterparts in Programme countries

(0-OPERATION WITH youthNET/CIS project - another project in the promotion of the YOUTH
programme within Eastern Europe, co-ordinated by InterRulturalez Zentrum based in Austria.

If you would |ire to be regularly informed on the activities of SALTG-YCUTH EECA RC and of the youthNET/CS project, as well as on the
latest developments in the field o non-formal education within the Region, you are invited to subscribe to the quarterly NEWSLETTER
on =i+ www.salto-youth.net/newsletter

In addition to above, SALTO-YOUTH EECA RC also provides access to
“Contact List” with addresses and fields of interest of organizations from Programme and EECA
countries - to find a partner for your project, you can visit s www.salto-youth.org.pl
Network of Multipliers - trained by the Resource Centre. a network of people within the EECA region,
active and experienced in the promotion of the YOUTH programme For further information visit
e www.salto-youth.net/eecamultipliers

EECA manual - internet links to sources about Eastern Europe and Caucasus, which could help you
in the preparation of your projects. More on =k www.salto-youth.net/eecamanual

For additional information visit = www.salto-youth.net/eeca or contact us

by e-mail: eeca@salto-youth.net



It is a real pleasure for me to welcome the launch of the YOUTH in 7
Magazine in this perticular moment. We are approaching the end of the
YOUTH programme and at the same time we will open a new phase of
the educational programmes of the European Union for the period of
2007-13 with the "Youth in Action” programme. Itisan excellent oppor-
tunity tosum up, evaluate and promote actions undertaken so far,

The YOUTH in 7 Magazine, as a communication tool offered by the
SALTO-YOUTH Resource Centre working with Eastern Europe and
Caucasus, is fulfilling this need in a srooth way.

Youth exchanges, European Voluntary Service and cooperation in the
field of youth work involving young people and vouth organizations in
Partner Countries was a significant part of the current YOUTH pro-
gramme. Within this cooperation, the Eastern Europe and Caucasus
(EECA) region was an important priority for the European Commission.
This importance was underlined at the end of 2003, when the Comrmis-
sion decided to create a special Resource Centre in Poland, which would
facilitate and support development of cooperation between organiza-
tions from the Programme Countries and the seven Partner Countries
in the region. With the help of the Resource Centre, the visibility of EU
non-formal education initiatives in the EECA countries was improved
and the participation of young people from these countries significantly
increased. Within the last couple of years the nurnber of projects involv-
ing partners from this region has almost doubled, The Commission has
observed great potential and interest from its EECA partners, who are
ready for cooperation.

It was also an important step towards the establishroent of stable sup-
port for youth organizations in the EECA region, which will remain a
priority of the European Neighborhood Policy.

Furthermore the Partnership between the European Commission and
the Council of Europe, together with SALTO EECA RC, is providing
additional resources to enhance the quality of activities in the EECA
region,

Therefore the basis for further cooperation with EECA organizations
in the field of non-formal education is already built. The new Action
3 "Youth in the World”™ of the "Youth in Action”™ programme, which is
especially designed to cooperate with Non-EU Mermnber States, will emn-
phasize the importance of cooperation with EECA countries. Action 3
will support dialogue among young people from different cultures from
the EECA region and Programme Countries, using non-formal educa-
tion as a vehicle for learning about diversity and tolerance.

Tam sure you will find a lot of interesting and inspiring information in
the Magazine, which will motivate you to GO EAST and develop coop-
eration between the Programme Countries and EECA countries.

Let me take this opportunity to wish you all-a healthy, happy and suc-
cessful New Year with the new "Youth in Action” programme.

Pascal LEJEUNE

The Head of Unit

Directorate-General for Education and Culture
Eurgpean Commission

Welcormne to the first issue of the Vouth in 7" Maga-
zine, published by the SALTO Eastern Europe and
Caucasus (EECA) Resource Centre, The magazine
is a new addition to the list of tools created within
the last few years to disseminate information, help
build non-governmental organisations” capacity
and assist in finding partnersin the Eastern Europe
and Caucasus Countries and the European Union
within the frames of the YOUTH Programrme and
the forthcoming ,Youth in Action” Programme.

Are you active within a youth organisation in one
of the EECA countries? If ves, you know that your
NGO would benefit from more intense and broad-
er contacts with organisations from outside your
country, be it in the EU or another country from
vour Region, Let this magazine, therefore, inspire
and encourage you to start up new projects and
partnershipsin the area of non-formal education.

Do you come from an EU country and would be
thrilled to develop active cooperation with counter-
parts within the EECA Region? Yet, the whole Re-
gion seerns to be a complex and intricate puzzle of
countries, history, politics and cultures, Thanks to
the Youth in 7" Magazine, the picture will become
clearer, and you will gain a better understanding
of the relevant Partner Countries while learning
the context and specific situation of the vouth field
within the Region.

As this first issue of the Youth in 7" Magazine is pub-
lished on the brink of a new phase of the European
Union programroe for Youth, the future issues of the
magazine will also serve as a link bringing together
results and good practices from the YOUTH Pro-
grarme and future experiences and good practices
to be gained through the new “Youth in Action” Pro-
gramme. The magazine will show you what others
did, what worked and what could be done differently
S0 much has happened in the previous phases of the
TOUTH Programime, why not use the exciting experi-
ences and expertise of others asa springboard for your
initiatives. Equipped with new information, skills and
ideas, gained via the Youth in 7" Magazine, take ad-
vantage of the new opportunities to becorne available
in the newyear 2007, Have a pleasant reading,

Tomasz BRATER

SALTO EECA Coordinator
The Head of the Polish NA
of the YOUTH programme
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The social transformations of the last decades in
Eastern Europe and the Caucasus created numer-
ous opportunities and challenges but also new
problems, particularly for the young people. The
difficult social and economic situation affected
most of the Region's population. Many peaple of
all age are poor and marginalised due to unem-
ployment, economic and social insecurity and the
increase in criminality.

Young people suffer the most. In any society the transi-
tion from being a dependent family member to becom-
ing an independent citizen is connected with difficulties
and risks. But in the countries of Eastern Europe and the
Caucasus young people are going through a double tran-
sition process — their own transition from adolescence
to adulthood and the similar process of transformation
of the societies in their countries. Sadly, the majority of
young people have a gloomy vision of the future as they
have lost hope for a prosperous life. They are still frustrat-
ed, discouraged and disinterested, and finally they have
become indifferent to political and social life. The situ-
ation of youth is especially difficult in small towns and
villages, where public institutions do not provide creative
opportunities for recreation and do not organise spare-
time and leisure activities for the young people. The only
opportunities available are sports activities, which are
still the most popular (especially football) amongst young
people. Cultural and tourist mobility and international
cooperation are modestly developed in Eastern European
countries and Caucasus because of the economic situa-
tion of young people and of their parents. Very often, the
mobility of young people is limited to the minimum: they
do not even travel inside their own countries...

This is why non-formal The group of young people

education is extremely fFars th i .
important for these Sutrers the mostL. In any soci

countries in a transi. ety the transition from being
tion period to open @ dependent family member
society. It would help g becoming an independent

to provide continuous  gtizan is connected with dif-
education by cover-

ing the gaps in formal
and extra-curricular

ficulties and risks.

education. Non-formal
education within the Non-formal
U oo
Fivl. A B g within the YOUTH
people in the Eastern  Programme has
European and Cauca- already had a
Slllls regionb— it motivates pOSitiVE impact
them to Decome more
active within their local on young peaple
community and shows Eastern Europe.
them possible ways of

involvement at different levels of society, de-
veloping responsibility for the future of their
countries. The YOUTH programme shows
the value of disinterested help for other peo-
ple, encouraging voluntary activities that are
so needed in the Region.

Before you start cooperation with this Region -

Get a taste of Eastern Europe and the
Caucasus! S

Tomasz Bratek (Warsaw, Poland)

Director of rhe Polish NA of the
YOUTH Programme, Coordinalor 4
of the SALTO-YOUTH EECA RC R

tbratek @ yourh.org.pl

Andriy Pavlov ych
{(Warsaw, Poland)
Deputy Coordinator

of the SALTO-YOUTH EECA RC
B4 apaviovych@ yourh.org.pl
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But where is Eastern Europe situated? In this case, the situation is more complicated (it was
much clearer before the Berlin wall collapsed). The term Eastern Europe was mainly associated
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A taste of geography. . .

Eastern Europe... Caucasus... Hmmm...
Where are they? The answer depends on who
you ask. It is well known that geography and
distances have a double nature — physical and
psychological... Sometimes Iceland can be
closer for you than Belarus...

In the case of the Caucasus countries the situ-
ation is quite easy — it is sufficient to find the
Cancasus mountains on the map and check the
names of countries which lie there: Georgia,
Armenia, Azerbaijan... To be precise, these
countries lie together at the eastern part of
Turkey, in the southern part of the Caucasus
mountains, whereas the Northern Caucasian
region belongs to the Russian Federation {there
are six antonomous republics, amongst which
the best known, because of the tragic happen-
ings, is Chechnya).

But where is Eastern Europe situated? In this
case, the situation is more complicated (it was
much clearer before the Berlin wall collapsed).
The term Eastern Europe was mainly associ-
ated with countries located east of the Berlin
Wall. Since its collapse, some countries - which
were previously in the zone of influence of
the Soviet Union, such as the Czech Republic,
Hungary; Slovakia and Poland - wanted to dis-

Euarope... Simply speaking, the EU.is very often referred
to as just “EUROPE”, an example of a kind of a short-cut
thinking ... Accordingly to this short-cut thinking model,
the area of the Eastern confines of the so-called “EUROPE”
is named Eastern Europe.

Ifyouwould like more definitions of what the Region of East-
etn Europe and the Caucasus is, the YOUTH programme
can help. According to the YOUTH programme’s under-
standing, the Region of Eastern Europe and the Caucasus
(abbreviation — EECA) consists of the following so-called
Partner Countries: Azerbaijan, Armenia, Belarus, Geor-
gia, Moldova, Ukraine and the Russian Federation (all its
territory including its Asian part as well). If you have ago-
raphobia, please don't look at the map of this region! @ The
Eastern Europe and Caucasus Region isthe largest amongst
the First Priority Regions of PartnerCountries (i.e. EuraMed
and South East Europe), the size of which can be compared
only with the Second Priority Region — Latin America.

with countries located east of the Berlin Wall.

tance themselves from the past and made their
geographical location clear to the world. They
started to call themselves the countries of Cen-
tral Europe, Therefore Eastern Europe moved
its borders further east. Also this geopolitical
process was further strengthened with the en-
largement of the to the new EU member states,
formerly Soviet satellites; therefore, they are
no longer in Eastern Europe but somewhere
between Central-Eastern Europe and Western

Eastern Europe and the Caucasus isa very interesting region
from the cultural point of view, but also very important be-
cause of geopolitical problems. This Region is very rich in
“hot” political issues, ethnic and religious problems and on-
going wars due to unsolved territorial problems. Examples
of these problems could be a case of the so-called “disputed
territories”, which yon must bear in mind in order to create
the full picture of the geographical specificity of the EECA.
These are areas within internationally recognised sovereign
states whose status is in serious political or violent dispute<





























































































