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COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE





Agence  de  la  Démocratie  Locale  du  Kosovo

Local Democratie Agency of Kosovo

Gjilan/Gnjilane, 20th June 2006

European meeting of Youth Councils

« Youth participation to local politics’ decision making-process, concerning them as a European value »

Realization of documents (video and written) for the promotion of Youth Councils, as a tool for youth participation to the decision-making process at a local level.

Local Democracy Agency of Kosovo

From Friday 8th of September to Friday 15th of September 2006

Description of the meeting and application form

With the support of :
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Frame of the meeting :
The Local Democracy Agency of Kosovo is a small association member of the broad network of Local Democracy Agencies (11 Agencies in the Balkans and one soon in Georgia). Initiated by the Council of Europe in 1993, the Local Democracy Agency’s program was originally aiming at helping the local councillors that were democrats and opposed to the war. Now the Agencies, including the one of Kosovo, focus their work on :

· promote practical initiatives to consolidate democracy at local level

· foster institution building at local level through exchange of know-how and training of local elected representatives and administrators

· develop a Europe-wide network of citizens committed to respect for human and minority rights

· foster the development of a civil society in which all sections of the community participate

· promote intercultural dialogue

· promote the respect of human rights
The youth projects and particularly those directed towards youth participation, are one of the LDA of Kosovo’s priorities, which follows in that matter some of the Council of Europe’s orientations.

· Promotion and support of youth organizations’ role in the development of democratic participation;

· Education to citizenship and youth participation by the young people ; 

· Access of young people to the decision-making process. 

Why this meeting ?

The active participation of young people to decisions and actions at a local and regional level is essential if we want to build some societies more democratic. But a lot of young people don’t know the existence and the diversity of youth councils, which yet constitute (without being the only one) an important tool to get young people to participate to the local decision-making.

Aim :

The aim of this meeting is to make young people from Europe aware of the important variety of forms and functioning that youth councils own, but as well of a “universality” in their values: “ local authorities should take more into account the point of view of young people “

Objectives and methodology:

To reach this aim we will have, with this meeting, the concrete objective to produce some small audiovisual and written documentaries, aiming at promoting youth participation in the local decision-making process through youth councils. To reach this objective, participants will bring their experiences.

Within the whole meeting, 6 written and audiovisual documentaries will be produced. They will focus on themes, methods and functioning of youth councils.

The production of the documentary will be the central objective of this meeting. All activities will directly or indirectly be linked to this. The mornings will be dedicated to a work of production and intellectual reflection, using the following methods : brainstorming, working groups, lecture, role game… The afternoons will be dedicated to activities of creation and expression : painting, theatre, writing… As for mornings and afternoons, the following topics will be tackled :

1. « A thousand and one youth councils in Europe. » Councils of quarter, town; regional, national and consultative councils; councils for action, political showcases of representatives... Panorama of the statutes of youth councils, of what they are and sometimes should not be.

2. « Who wants a youth council and why » ? Divergence of views between the political representatives’ expectations and the expectations of young people. 

3. « Councils in action ». Desire to do, ability of the representatives to listen, ability of the young people to mobilize... What are the utopias of youth councils in Europe ; How do they get into action, with which difficulties and successes ?

4. « Dialogue, Dialogue... » How do the youth councils feel concerned and act on the big challenges that dialogue between people, between religions, between communities or social classes constitute?

5. « A Charter for youth participation in Europe ! » How do the youth councils integrate or could integrate the existence of the European Charter for youth participation, how to promote it and use it ?

Some themes may be added, cancelled or redefined.

Profile of participants

The meeting will bring together participants coming from youth councils, them being from village, quarter, town, or regional, national… Twined applications putting together a member from local authorities and an NGO representative are strongly encouraged. 

All selected participants for this training must :

· Live in one of the 46 member states of Council of Europe ;

· Be between 18 and 30 years old ;

· Be a member or have been a member of a youth council (regional, of town, village, quarter…) ;

· Be motivated to share his/her experience in a youth council and be eager to communicate ;

· Be able to finance by him/herself, or find an organization being able to finance, the journey both ways to Gjilan/Gnjilane ;

· Be desirous of promoting the European Charter for youth participation to local and regional life in the frame of their activity of youth participation promotion ;

· Be able to present their projects and be desirous to act as a multiplicator ;

· Be able to work in English.

Application procedure and selection of participants

Application forms must be addressed to the Local Democracy Agency of Kosovo, together with a recommendation letter of the sending organization.

The recommendation letter must explain in what it seems useful for the youth council to participate to this meeting and to promote the existence and the diversity of youth councils. If an organization wishes to propose more than one applicant, the order of priority must be clearly indicated and motivated. 

The preparatory team will select 20 participants on the basis of the profile previously established. They will endeavour to ensure a balance between geographical areas and sexes, and as well between different types of experiences, cultural environment, organizations, institutions or projects. The motivation of the concerned individuals to promote youth councils or the European Charter for youth participation to local and regional life will be decisive in the choice of the participants.

The selection and information of applicants will happen in the first week of August 2006. A waiting list may be established.

Deadline for applications

The application forms must reach the Local Democracy Agency of Kosovo on the 30th of July 2006 at the latest, by fax or e-mail. Thanks for not sending applications via the post.

General frame of the program

The meeting will take place from Friday 8th to Friday 15th of September 2006.

Forecast program (a definitive program will be sent to the successful applicants 2 weeks before the date of the meeting) :




· Friday 8 September 2006

· Arrival of participant

· 20h00-21h30
Meal

· Saturday 9 September 2006

· 07h30-08h30
Breakfeast

· 08h30-09h00
Welcome word by the mayor of Gjilan/Gnjilane and the organizers

· 09h00-09h30
Group and presentation games

· 09h30-09h45
Presentation of the day

· 09h45-10h45
Activity Nr 1

· 10-45-11h15
Break

· 11h15-13h15
Activity Nr 2

· 13h15-14h30
Meal

· 14h30-17h30
Artistical expression activities

· 17h30-18h00
Evaluation of the day

· 19h00-20h00
Meal

· 20h00

Free time

· Sunday 10 September 2006

· 08h00-09h00
Breakfeast

· 09h00-09h15
Group games

· 09h15-09h25
Presentation of the day

· 09h25-10h45
Activity Nr 1

· 10-45-11h15
Break

· 11h15-13h15
Activity Nr 2

· 13h15-14h30
Meal

· 14h30-17h30
Artistical expression activities

· 17h30-18h00
Evaluation of the day

· 19h00-20h00
Meal

· 20h00

Free time

· Monday 11 September 2006

· Visit day of Kosovo

Mitrovicë/Mitrovica and Peja/Pec

· Tuesday 12 September 2006

· 08h00-09h00
Breakfast

· 09h00-09h15
Jeux de groupe

· 09h15-09h25
Présentation de la journée

· 09h25-10h45
Activity Nr 1

· 10-45-11h15
Break

· 11h15-13h15
Activity Nr 2

· 13h15-14h30
Meal

· 14h30-17h30
Artistical expression activities

· 17h30-18h00
Evaluation of the day

· 19h00-20h00
Meal

· 20h00

Free time

· Wednesday 13 September 2006

· 08h00-09h00
Breakfeast

· 09h00-09h15
Group games

· 09h15-09h25
Presentation of the day

· 09h25-10h45
Activity Nr 1

· 10-45-11h15
Break

· 11h15-13h15
Activity Nr 2

· 13h15-14h30
Meal

· 14h30-17h30
Artistical expression activities

· 17h30-18h00
Evaluation of the day

· 19h00-20h00
Meal

· 20h00

Free time

· Thursday 14 September 2006

· 08h00-09h00
Breakfast

· 09h00-10h00
Transport to Prishtina/Pristina

· 10h00-10h30
Meeting with the Ministry in charge of youth in Kosovo

· 10h30-14h00
Visit of Prishtina/Pristina and meal

· 14h00-15h00
Installation of the TV set

· 17h30-18h00
Recording of the show

· 18h00-18h30
Visit of the TV station

· 18h30-20h30
Meal with representative of youth NGOs in Kosovo

· Friday 15 September 2006

· Departure of participants




Participation fees

International travels :

To get to Gjilan you can travel by :

· Plane : Pristina airport (Kosovo, 60kms from Gjilan/Gnjilane) or Skopje airport (Macedonia, 90kms from Gjilane/Gnjilane).

· Bus : Prishtina/Pristina station (Kosovo, 50kms from Gjilan/Gnjilane, Skopje station (Macedonia, 70 kms from Gjilan/Gnjilane) or  Vranje station (South Serbia, 60kms from Gjilan/Gnjilane).

· Train : Vranje station (South Serbia, 60kms from Gjilan/Gnjilane).or Skopje station (Macedonia, 70 kms from Gjilan/Gnjilane).

The international transport fees are integrately to the charge of participants or sending organization. The organizers will organize and take charge of local transports from your place of arrival (Prishtina/Pristina, Skopje or Vranje) to Gjilan/Gnjilane.

Contacts list :

· Prishtina/Pristina bus station :
-+381 38 550 011

· Skopje bus station :

- +389 2 24 66 011
· Vranje bus station :

- +381.17.21.201

· Skopje train station:

- +389 2 3164 255
· Skopje airport :


- www.airports.com.mk / skpap@airports.com.mk

· Pristina airport :


- www.airportpristina.com

To help you to organize your trip, you can as well contact Chloé WAGNER : chloe_adlkosovo@yahoo.fr

Accomodation :

Participants will be hosted in Kristal Hotel in Gjilan/Gnjilane, in two persons rooms. Some rooms have a shower in the room and WC outside, some WC inside and shower outside. The organizers will take charge of all the accommodation fees.

Food :

Breakfasts, lunchs and dinners will take place at Kristal hotel. A break with coffee, orange juice and water will be served on mornings and afternoons. The organizers will take charge of all meals and breaks.

Entry on the territory of Kosovo :

No visa is needed to enter the territory of Kosovo. Your passport must absolutely be valid until at least the 31st of December 2006.

Contact :

Local Democracy Agency of Kosovo

Rruga Madelin Ollbrijt

6010 Gjilan/Gnjilane

Kosovo/UNMIK

Tel./Fax : +381.280.255.39.

chloe_adlkosovo@yahoo.fr
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Local Democratie Agency of Kosovo
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APPLICATION FORM

Please type and return by e-mail or write in capitals and return by fax :

Local Democracy Agency Of Kosovo

Tel/Fax: +381.280.255.39.

chloe_adlkosovo@yahoo.fr

1. Personnal informations

Name :

Sex : 
( Male  ( Female

Date of birth:


Nationality :

In case of twined applications : Your application is twined with the one of :

Name:                                                      Youth Council :



2. Contacts

Postal address (street, number, town, zip code, country) :

Telephone :




Fax :

Mobile Phone :                                           
E-mail address :



3. Youth Council represented :

Name of the Youth Council :

Name and function of the responsible of the Council :

Postal address :

Telephone :





Fax :

E-mail address : 

Web page: http:/www.



4. Experience of your Youth Council :

 In which frame are you driving your activity? :

· Village Council

· Quarter Council

· Town Council

· Intercity Council

· Regional Council

· Inter regional Council

· National Council

· Crossborder Council

· International Council

· Other (please precise)

What are your tasks and responsibilities within your Youth Council ?

What original experience (concrete actions, council functioning, council’s participants …) do you have in your council that you wish to promote ?

What communication medium of your Council already existing could you bring and present at the meeting ?

· Presentation brochure of the Council

· Books about the Council

· Posters

· Activity reports

· Amateur photos

· Professional photos

· Amateur videos (documentary, interview…)

· Professional videos (documentary, interview…)

· Press articles

· Others (Precise)



5. Interest of your organization and personnal motivation :

What interest does this meeting present for the council which sends you ?

(please join a recommendation letter from your Council) 
What does personally motivate you for participating to this meeting ?



6. Needs and expectations : 

What are, according to you, the principal needs of young people to know better the existence of youth councils and their diversity ? (give concrete examples of things to do)

What do you expect from this meeting ?



7. Youth participation

What is, according to you, the role of youth councils in youth participation at a local and regional level ?

According to you, which role should young people have in the promotion of youth participation ?

Any other comment ? 



8. Previous experience in participation of meetings and trainings of youth councils :



9. Specific needs :

Do you have any specific need or demand (for ex. diet, handicap, etc.) ? Please precise:



Name,


Surname

I am applicating for the European meeting of youth councils « Youth participation in local politics’ decision making process, concerning them as a European value » that will take place at the Local Democracy Agency of Kosovo in Gjilan/Gnjilane from Friday 8th to Friday 15th of September 2006.
I certify having read the description of the meeting and to be able, by myself, through my organization or through another one, to take charge of my travel.


Date:






Signature:

Please return this form duly completed at the following address; for further informations, please contact us :
Local Democracy Agency of Kosovo

Tel./Fax : +381.280.255.39.

chloe_adlkosovo@yahoo.fr

The deadline to return this application form is 

30 July 2006

With the support of :
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