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Call for ACCREDITORS
Youth in Action
European Voluntary Service (EVS)
Accreditation of EVS promoters in South East Europe
	The SALTO SEE Resource Centre is looking for accreditors from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Kosovo
, Montenegro, Serbia and Youth in Action Programme countries
FRAMEWORK:

Any organisation in a Programme Country or in South East Europe wishing to send or host volunteers within the European Voluntary Service programme strand of the European Union’s Youth in Action programme, or to coordinate an EVS project must be accredited. 

Accreditation serves to gain access to EVS and to ensure common quality standards in EVS. Accreditation includes support to the organization as well as an assessment of their current capacities to host or send EVS volunteers or to coordinate EVS projects. All accredited organisations are published in a database on the website of the European Commission in order to facilitate partner-finding. 

Accreditors of EVS promoters in South East Europe are appointed by the SALTO SEE Resource Centre. Once appointed, they become part of the Centre’s network of accreditors. They are then contracted on a case-by-case basis.  The network of accreditors met twice, in 2006 and 2008, to develop a shared understanding and common quality standards for accreditation in SEE. Another meeting will be held from 2 – 5 March 2010.

Accreditors will be contracted on a yearly basis. Contracts can be extended until the end of the Youth in Action programme (2013).

ACCREDITATION PROCEDURE: 

To ensure fair treatment, two accreditors, one coming from a Programme country and the other from a country of SEE, are contracted for each accreditation process. They are required to co-operate on their assessment of the organisation, but submit each a personal accreditation report outlining their assessment of the application (Expression of Interest) and their recommendation for accreditation. One accreditor, usually the one who is located closer to the project, visits the organisation during the accreditation process.  The two accreditors then consult each other before coming to an agreement about whether the organisation should be positively accredited or not.  



	Tasks of accreditors:

	The accreditation process includes:
· To visit organisations that are in the process of accreditation;

· SUPPORT
· To inform organisations about the philosophy and priorities of the Youth in Action programme;
· To inform especially about EVS;
· To inform about the rights and responsibilities of each partner in an EVS project;
· To give advice on how projects can be organised so that they meet the quality standards of the programme;
· ASSESSMENT

· To evaluate the potential and capacities of organisations to host or send volunteers or coordinate projects;

· To work in accordance with the Accreditation Manual published by the European Commission and the accreditation procedure established by SALTO SEE;

· To co-operate with another accreditor on each Expression of Interest;

· To submit written reports concerning each Expression of Interest.

	Recruitment of accreditors

	Accreditors are recruited on the basis of the number of Expressions of Interest that the SALTO SEE Resource Centre receives from organisations. Appointed accreditors will be contracted by the SALTO SEE RC at least once. Practice has shown that accreditors that are efficient and competent in their approach to accreditation are contracted on a regular basis, provided that there are accreditations to be carried out in their country or region.


	Profile of accreditors
	Accreditors are expected to have:
· Prior experience in EVS accreditation;

· A sound knowledge of the Youth in Action programme of the European Commission, and in particular the EVS programme;
· Experiences related to the EVS programme or similar voluntary programmes;
· Experiences in intercultural youth work;

· A good understanding of the concept of non-formal education;

· Good communication skills;

· Good knowledge of the English language.


	Time involvement and fees
	Accreditors receive a fee of € 100 for each Expression of Interest. In addition, direct costs, such as travel or accommodation costs during the visit, will be reimbursed on the basis of receipts.


	Application procedure
	All candidates must apply by filling in the application form, which is available on the SALTO SEE Resource Centre web page and send it by e-mail or fax to the SALTO SEE RC by at the latest 15 January 2010.


	Contact address

	SALTO SEE Resource Centre

MOVIT NA MLADINA

Dunajska 22

SI - 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia
Tel.: +386-1-430 47 47

Fax: +386 1- 430 47 49

E-mail: see@salto-youth.net
http://www.salto-youth.net/see 




� All reference to Kosovo, whether to the territory, institutions or population, in this text shall be understood in full compliance with United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244 and without prejudice to the status of Kosovo.
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